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ConstructionConstruction  

Certificate IssuedCertificate Issued   
 

The Narooma Mens Shed building program had a great 
boost on Friday 20th March when the Construction 
Certificate was issued. This removes the last obstacle to 
enable the start of the build. 
 
The building Committee will now start letting the contracts 
to get the shed built.  
 
However, this may be impeded by the 
CONVID-19 which may restrict what 
work can be undertaken at the site. 
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Event Calendar 

 

April 

  

 Friday 10th   Golf 

 

 Contact the event secretary for further information on events 

 Nearly all the events planned for April and May have been  
 cancelled due to COVID-19. 

Steve McGourty (0417697256) 
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President’s Report  

I felt lousy pulling the committee into 
an open air meeting to discuss our shed 
response to the crisis. I had read lots, 
listened up and thought long and hard 
about all  men of the shed. I really love 
the company of you men and I wanted 
it to continue. Many of you have 
expressed that same feeling to me. The 
many reasons we decided to close are 
now listed in our committee minutes. 
Needless to say, the wellbeing and 
continued health of all members was 
front and center amongst these 
reasons. 

 

It has turned out to be a timely decision 
as the exponential growth in cases is 
clear.  We now have confirmed cases at 
Bega, Merimbula and down near 
Batemans Bay . 

 

The closure was for a month ending 
April 16.  But I cannot see the curve 
flattening by then. The committee will 
review our decision before that date 
and keep you informed. 

 

Best outcome is that, in the future, we 
all meet together again. We will all 
share our stories because  we are all 
intact, all in one piece . A KORONA 
PARTY will take place.  

 

The newsletter will be a good point of 
contact. Maybe we go to a double page 

anecdote style, maybe with tips on how 
to stay sane. Give Col Berry your copy. 
Keeping in touch by phone, You will all 
have a committee member as your 
contact. A guardian angel ? please, 
spare me !! In the meantime keep safe, 
keep clean, keep busy. 

  

I am stretching a couple of canvases as I 
have always loved puddling with paint. I 
have rearranged the workshop, got in a 
telly and a bar fridge.  Asked Ruth if I 
cut a hole in the floor so that when I tap 
she could lower food, I got a most 
unlady like response. 

 

OH and we were successful with our 
State Government grant (CBP) for 
$50K.  Thank you Andrew Constance. 
We now have the funds to commence 
the Earthworks on the site and to start 
moving ahead.   

 

Cheers Bernie 
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COVID-19 

Narooma Mens Shed is 
closing due to COVID-19 
  
The Shed will close for 4 weeks from 
close of business on Thursday 
19th March 2020. 
  
This decision has been carefully 
considered by the Committee and is 
being taken to ensure the health of 
shed members is not compromised by 
attendance at the shed due to exposure 
to the COVID-19 virus. 
  
We understand that this may be 
disruptive to member's lifestyles but 
your health is of paramount importance 
to the Committee. 
  

We will monitor developments in 
relation to the Corona Virus and will 
review the situation in 4 weeks and 
inform the membership of any decision 
made by the Committee. 
  
Please check your emails regularly for 
any updates and thank you for your 
understanding of this potentially 
hazardous and continuously evolving 
adverse health situation. 
 
Stay Safe 
 
Narooma Mens Shed Committee 
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COVID-19 

 

Message from the Australian Mens Shed Association 

Hello Shedders, 

What a novel-like time we find ourselves in. 

I know many sheds have closed this past week based on our recommendations, and 
even some prior to that. We understand how important Men's Sheds are to members 
- we also live and breathe sheds and more than anyone know the real life difference 
the shed makes to the lives of many thousands of men and women right around the 
world. 

Unfortunately, today we bring you the news that based on the Government’s most 
recent advice Men’s Sheds MUST close. 

As at 11.59pm on 25 March 2020, it will no longer be legal to open Men’s Shed 
facilities as they are considered to fall within the Community and Recreation Centres 
category of restricted premises. Read the directive from the Prime Minister 
at: www.pm.gov.au/media/update-coronavirus-measures-24-March-2020 
This directive means you will be acting against the terms and conditions of the 
insurance policies, should anything occur whilst operating the Shed, until such time it 
is no longer considered a restricted premise. 

As it is likely your Shed may be closed for some time, we encourage you to employ 
the following: 

 Ensure the Shed is secure 
 Ensure the water is switched off (unless it is supplying a sprinkler system) 
 Ensure pallets or flammable materials are not stored against the Shed 
 Wheelie bins are best stored inside the Shed 
 If safe and legal to do so, have a person externally inspect the premises once a 

week – this may become impractical to do as further tightening of restrictions are 
made – please monitor the situation 

 DO NOT place any notices on Social Media or your Shed doors noting the Shed is 
closed – this signals to thieves the Shed is available to them 

 If at all possible, have items of expense/attractiveness to thieves (computers etc), 
taken to member's homes prior to the shutdown 

We are in unprecedented times. For older Australians, the outcomes of contracting 
coronavirus (COVID-19) are just too harmful to take any risk. We must take every 
precautionary measure to prevent the spread this potentially deadly virus. 

https://login.visionscapedirect.com.au/t/i-l-xtyujkd-jykyfiuhd-j/
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COVID-19 

As many of us are now physically distancing ourselves from shed mates, friends and 
even family. AMSA has been working on ways to bring some flavour of the shed to 
you, as well as some ways to maintain some level of social connection during this 
time. Because, despite being physically isolated, our community spirit still 
connects us - we're in this together. 

In the coming week we will launch The AMSA Shed Online. An online blog and 
discussion board, open to anyone, in the hope that we can carry on some of the 
conversations you'd have at the shed. The AMSA Shed Online will be a mix of AMSA 
delivered content, as well as a genuine conversational platform directed by you. 

The AMSA team is also working on a program of podcasts and webinars to help you 
keep in touch over the coming weeks and months. We'll bring you more 
information on these as we pedal quickly to move our services and initiatives online 
through these channels. 

If you need us, the AMSA team is still available on 1300 550 009 or 
at amsa@mensshed.net. You can also follow us on Facebook or Instagram 
@australianmensshedassociation. 

Government advice and directives are being reviewed regularly. You can stay up 
to date the recommendations provided by the Federal Department of Health 
at www.health.gov.au. 

I want to leave you with the reminder to focus on just four things in these uncertain 
times: stay connected, stay active, stay positive and stay informed. We're in this 
together and hopefully we'll share a cuppa at the shed one day soon. 

Paul 
Chairman 
Australian Men’s Shed Association 

mailto:amsa@mensshed.net
http://www.health.gov.au/


 

 

COVID-19 

For the latest information and updates on 
coronavirus: 

Visit www.health.gov.au 
 Phone the National Coronavirus Health 

Information Line (1800 020 080). The infor-
mation line operates 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. 

 If you require translating or interpreting 
services, call 131 450. 

The phone number of your state or territory 
public health agency is available 
at www.health.gov.au/state-territory-
contacts  

 If you have concerns about your health, 
speak to your doctor. 

Government advice and directives are being 
reviewed regularly. You can stay up to date 
with the recommendations provided by the 
Federal Department of Health 
at www.health.gov.au. 

Take care, look out for each other and stay in 

contact with your friends and family. 

https://login.visionscapedirect.com.au/t/i-l-xtrkrkt-jykyfiuhd-t/
https://login.visionscapedirect.com.au/t/i-l-xtrkrkt-jykyfiuhd-i/
https://login.visionscapedirect.com.au/t/i-l-xtrkrkt-jykyfiuhd-i/
https://login.visionscapedirect.com.au/t/i-l-xtrkrkt-jykyfiuhd-k/


 

 

COVID-19 

The flu, the common cold, allergies, and COVID-19 – the disease associated with the new 
coronavirus – have similar symptoms. 
 
Overlapping symptoms include a sore throat, fatigue, and a dry cough. That can make it 
challenging for doctors to diagnose COVID-19. 

People with COVID-19 don’t typically have runny noses or sneeze a lot. 

This chart shows how COVID-19 symptoms compare with those of the flu, allergies, and the 
common cold. 
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New Building News 

New Community Shed – UPDATE 

 

What are these four members smiling 

about?  

Yes the bubbly was wonderful and we 

celebrated in style with our wives.  

 

After 3 years of administration and 

negotiation we finally received our 

Construction Certificate which will allow 

the project to start in a tangible way.  

Yes get the spades ready! Out with the 

hammer and nails! 

 

This is the start of the most interesting 

stage, and the stage that we all can get 

involved if we choose.  How quickly can 

we get to LOCK UP?  

 

We have now set a 

short build timetable 

for the sheds and the 

move from Glasshouse 

Rocks site. Can we 

achieve Aug 2020?  

Ambitious yes, but 

achievable if we get all 

our ducks in a row and 

everyone pitches in.  

Obstacles like COVID-

19 do not help, but we 

shall give it our best 

shot! 

 

So over the next few 

weeks, we will be having small teams 

going on site to start preparing for the 

building phase and to do those little 

things that will save us money but 

importantly will move the project 

forward quickly. So over the next few 

months, if you have little on your plate 

at home, let Smilie know that you are 

available to help doing a 4 hour team 

task. 
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Financial Procedures 

The committee at its recent meeting 

was concerned that members were not 

presented with basic financial 

information which showed how the 

shed was tracking on a month by month 

basis against Revenue and Expenses.  

 

So Colin is now producing a monthly 

cash statement to let you know how we 

are travelling as an operation.  

 

As a result of the bush fires and now 

the virus, David has advised that 

revenue from markets is nonexistent. 

Given the attendance restrictions in 

place at the shed and future markets 

and events, our Revenue line will not 

improve. We still have $1000 rent 

payment to meet each month so our 

ability to break even over the next 

months will be under threat.  

 

The Committee also noted that with a 

lot of new members, it would be 

appropriate to have the financial rules 

and procedures circulated to all 

members so they were aware of how 

we operate the shed.  

 

The next few  pages outline the 

financial procedures we operate under 

for receiving orders, paying accounts 

and purchasing materials for jobs at the 

shed.  

 

Have a read and if you have any 

questions catch up with a committee 

member or Wal.  
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Financial Procedures 

NMS Financial Procedure  
 

Purpose 

This procedure is to make it clear across 

the NMS, as to who has responsibility 

for cash, receipt of money, purchasing 

and for paying accounts.  

 

Receipts  

NMS generates money by the following 

methods. 

 

Annual Subscriptions  

Annual Subscriptions Rate is set by the 

Committee in December each year at a 

committee meeting. 

 

Dues are to be paid by members by the 

end of February to the Treasurer and a 

receipt is issued for the amount 

tendered.  The Treasurer banks the 

money at least weekly.  

 

If a new member joins they are to be 

charged the full annual subscription. If 

however they join after August, the 

annual subscription is reduced by 50%.  

 

The Treasurer is to report every three 

months on annual subscriptions 

outstanding. It is the responsibility of 

the Membership Secretary to follow up 

with members who have not paid.  

 

Weekly donations  

The Committee decides at its December 

meeting the weekly fee.  

Each member signs in on the NMS log 

and pays the required amount into the 

cash box.  

 

The Treasurer is responsible for 

collection of the money from the cash 

box and to record the amount and 

number of members present. The 

Treasurer is to bank the money weekly.  

 

Donations from the public 

All donations received by NMS are to be 

accepted by the Treasurer. The 

Treasurer is to issue a receipt for each 

donation. All monies are to be banked 

weekly.  

 

For all donations over $500, the donors 

name and details are passed to the 

Secretary. The Secretary prepares an 

“Acknowledgement Certificate” has it 

signed by the President and posted to 

the donor.  
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Financial Procedures 

Work performed for the 

Community.  

All such work is to be referred IN THE 

FIRST INSTANCE, to the Sales & 

Marketing manager (S&M). The S&M, 

where required, is to liaison with the 

workshops to ensure we have the skills 

and resources to perform the job. If the 

job is over $50 a formal quote is issued 

by the S&M from the pre-numbered 

invoice book.  

One invoice page goes to the customer, 

one page goes to the workshop 

together with a job sheet if required.  

The third copy stays permanently in the 

invoice book.  

 

When the job is complete, the job is 

passed to the S&M to confirm the 

quality of the job and to contact the 

customer to pick it up and pay. 

The Customer pays the S&M the agreed 

amount.  

The S&M manager puts the money in 

an envelope and places the invoice 

number on the front. The S&M crosses 

the invoice book that the job has been 

paid for.  

 

The envelope is handed to the 

Treasurer, who records the invoice 

number and the amount in the General 

journal. The Treasurer banks the money 

weekly.  

At the end of each month the Treasurer 

and the S&M do a reconciliation on the 

invoices paid and completed and what 

is outstanding. The S&M is responsible 

to chase up the status of orders 

outstanding.  

 

For small jobs under $50 and completed 

on the day, the money is paid to S&M. 

The S&M places all such monies in an 

envelope marked JOB 999. The 

envelope is passed to the Treasurer for 

banking and recording weekly 

Expenditure. 

Cash system  

Members can seek recovery of their 

expenditure on NMS activities from the 

Treasurer. Payment may be made from 

the weekly cash float if sufficient cash is 

available. Otherwise a cheque can be 

issued or an EFT for the amount on the 

receipt can be made to the member’s 

personal account.  

 

The Treasurer is to record all 

expenditure (cash) in a general ledger 

on a daily basis.  

 

The Treasurer is to assign a cost code to 

each transaction to enable monthly and 

annual reporting of expenditure back to 

the membership.  

 

The weekly banking of cash is to be 

recorded in the general ledger and 

balanced monthly by the Treasurer to 

the IMB Bank Account.  
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Financial Procedures 

Cheques 

All cheques are to be given to the 

Treasurer for banking. Cheques are to 

be recorded in the General ledger and 

balanced monthly with the Bank 

Account statement.  

  

 

EFT Payments  

All EFT payments for work done are to 

be tracked back to the Invoice book. 

The invoice book is to be crossed by the 

Treasurer as Paid by EFT. EFT payments 

are to be recorded by the Treasurer in 

the General Ledger against a Cost Code 

for monthly and annual reporting.  

 

Debit Cards  

The Treasurer and the Vice President 

have NMS Debit Cards. All payments 

made using the Debit Card are to have a 

tax invoice.  

 

Each month the Treasurer and the VP 

are to acquit their debit card by 

providing the tax invoices and signing 

off on the monthly account that the 

payments were for NMS purposes.  

The Treasurer will take each transaction 

on the Debit Card and record them in 

the General ledger for monthly and 

annual reporting to the Committee and 

the membership.  

 

Bank Signatures  

Presently the Treasurer and the Vice 

President are the only authorized NMS 

committee members able to:  

 

Undertake financial transaction by EFT 

based on a single signature on the 

everyday account and transfer money 

to and from the business account using 

two signatures. 

 

Purchasing 

NMS has a purchasing book for all its 

purchasing activities. The book is held 

by the Secretary. 

 

All members wishing to buy supplies are 

required to obtain from the Secretary a 

NMS purchase order and take that with 

them to the supplier / contractor.   

Purchasing 

NMS has a purchasing book for all its 

purchasing activities. The book is held 

by the Secretary. 

 

All members wishing to buy supplies are 

required to obtain from the Secretary a 

NMS purchase order and take that with 

them to the supplier / contractor.   
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Financial Procedures 

If we have an account with the supplier, 

the invoice number and the person 

taking the goods from the store is to be 

recorded in the suppliers system. The 

invoice generated by the supplier is to 

be passed to the Secretary who crosses 

off the purchase order form. The 

Secretary then passes the Supplier 

invoice to the Treasurer to enable him 

to match to the monthly account 

statement from the supplier before the 

Treasurer pays the supplier’s monthly 

account. 

 

The Treasurer records all transactions 

into the general ledger for monthly and 

annual reporting.  

 

Monthly and Annual reporting  

At the end of each month The Treasurer 

is to: 

 

 Produce a Profit and Loss report 

for the committee  meeting 

 Produce a list of job invoices paid 

in the period and pass it to the 

S&M 

 Identify items on Suppliers” 

monthly accounts that have no 

purchase order authority.  

 Produce a full acquittal which 

covers all Debit card transactions 

for the month. 

 

Bernie Perrett  

President  
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Bushfire Recovery 

Nesting Bird Boxes 

Foe those that saw the mountain of 

bird boxes last week and wondered 

what was it about? 

You will be aware that Eurobodalla 

council asked the Men’s shed if we 

could knock up a 100 water stations for 

the local wildlife. Native animals in our 

area were decimated by the bushfires, 

and water points were seen as a 

necessity to the survival process.  

 

So the materials came in on Tuesday 

and by the end of the week the 100 

were made and collected for 

distribution 

 

So as a result of our interest, WIRES 

and Eurobodalla Council, asked if we 

would be interested in producing 60 

nesting boxes for the birdlife looking 

for places to breed in our burnt out 

bush.  

 

So again a small team under the eye of 

Dick and Harry, the team got to work 

and in a short amount of time, the 60 

boxes were produced and painted for 

pick up last Thursday.   

Big Thanks to Wayne, Johnathan Reg, 

Steve and Harry for carrying the 

project through to completion.  

Tom who picked up the boxes for ESC 

passed on the comment that ”In all of 

his pickups to date, these were the 

best nesting boxes, professionally 

made and look great”. 

 

Reg wanted to spend more time 

making the nesting boxes look like tree 

trunks with the introduction of designs 

and colours. NO said the customer. 

Scientific evidence 

indicated that plain 

light colours kept the 

nesting boxes 10 

degrees cooler that 

different colour 

boxes. So that is 

what we did.  
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Bushfire Recovery 

As a result of that exercise. YES__ ESC 

want us to produce another 120 nesting 

boxes ASAP.  

 

So with our close down, it will be 

difficult, but as soon as this  COVID-19 

virus  is over the sooner we can get 

onto that. A good job waiting in the 

wings for anyone interested.  

With over a billion native animals 

impacted in our bush fires, nesting 

boxes is just a small but important way 

of getting our native population 

growing back. 

 

Big thanks to all that helped.  

Tom, Dick, Harry and Reg 
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Bushfire Recovery 

TANKSTAND FOR BELOWRA RFS  

Dave, Brian and myself drove out to 
Belowra to meet with Trevor Kincaid 
from Belowra RFS to inspect the jobsite 
and work out exactly what was 

required. That was a bit over a month 
ago and Rick and I got to work on 
designing (lots of disagreements, 
arguments and a moderate amount of 
consensus) and then building (more 
arguments) the tankstand / shower. We 
had the usual amount of comments and 
opinions but we already had plenty of 
them with just the two of us. A second 
trip out to Belowra saw Wayne, Glen, 
Johnathon, Lou and I , together with 
Trevor, lay the formwork and pour a 
small concrete slab to take the stand. I 
thought it would be chaotic with 

6  blokes trying to work on such a small 
slab but surprisingly we all seemed to 
get involved without getting in each 
others way, and very little blood spilt.  
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Bushfire Recovery 

Back to the shed with Rick and the 
frame was done and then clad with mini 
rib. The door proved to be an exercise 
in patience, and Reg was pushing us so 
he could start painting. Last Tuesday we 
finished the job, loaded it onto Rick's 
truck and off to Belowra to catch up 
with Trev and discuss how to unload 

and erect the tankstand......not a 
problem, Rick's truck is a tipper! 

Well done and thanks to all involved, 
Trev and brigade Captain Ewen 
Thomson were very appreciative and 
thanked us on behalf of Belowra RFS.  

Smilie 
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Member’s Corner 

A HIDDEN GEM 

Meet Bob Kelly 

The main reason I am writing this note is 

to just remind us what a great 

organization the Men’s Shed is. It is good 

for our health and good for the mind. I 

have met some great friends through 

being involved. One of these blokes is 

Bob.  

Bob Kelly has become a good friend to 

me and all the guys who know him. 

Because of the Men’s Shed people like 

Bob and I are able to meet up and share 

some camaraderie with other likeminded 

men and be productive and help others 

at the same time. 

A lot of you probably don’t know Bob but 

he has been a Narooma Men’s Shedder 

for 4 years. Bob has been 79 years on 

this planet. He and his lovely wife Elaine 

have had a pretty good and interesting 

life. 

Probably the reason many of you haven’t 

met Bob is because he has suffered some 

health problems over the past few years, 

that have knocked him about a lot, but 

he is getting on top of that thanks to 

modern medicine. Also, Bob is happy in 

his own company and is quite content 

working away in the sunshine in front of 

his own Garage at Kianga. He calls it his 

“therapy”. He enjoys the peaceful life 

and is not keen on the hectic activity that 

others enjoy when we meet on Tuesday 

and Thursday. He prefers to join the 

smaller group on Wednesday’s when it is 

not so busy. 

 But, did you know that in the last 12 

months alone, Bob has made over 200 

toaster tongs for David to sell at our 

markets, bringing in about $2,000 for our 

club. And that’s just in the past 12 

months. His Toaster tongs are also sold 

through the Tilba Wood Shop and go all 

around the world. Visitors buy his work 

as mementos of Australia and take them 

home to every country. All profits go to 

our shed. He quite often buys his own 

timber so that he can have the best 

quality product. 

David is the first to say, that anything 

Bob produces is top quality. 

I want to say thanks Bob, it’s a great 

pleasure to know you. 

Cheers Curly 
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Web Site 

Remember we have a website 

www.naroomamensshed.com.au 

 

Also find us on Facebook Search 

“Facebook Narooma Mens Shed” in your 

browser.  

 

If you have any news articles and photos 

that you would like published on the web 

site, or know of links to other interesting 

web site e.g. other Mens Sheds, please 

email details to the web master at 

colin381@gmail.com 

 

This is especially important during the 

current lockdown, please submit articles 

on how you are handling the enforced 

isolation and what you are doing to keep 

busy. 

Communication 

http://www.naroomamensshed.com.au
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Committee Members 

Executive Committee Members 

Bernie Perrett  
 

President 

Wal Sheehan 
 

Vice-President 

Colin Berry 
 

Treasurer and Communications 

Brian Liddy 
 

Secretary 

Ordinary Committee Members 

Rody Byrne Public Officer 

Smilie Magill 
 

Work Party Manager on new build 

Peter Lonergan Metal Shed Manager 

Steve McGourty Social activity organiser 

David Trickett Business Manager 

Dick Nagle Wood Shed Manager 

Bruce Hughes Assistant Secretary and IT  
Manager 

Peter Hartley Manager Horticulture 


