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President’s Report 

HOW TO BUILD A SHED 

And 2019 !!  As I sat in the social room the other day I spied a photo of us all at 

the Scout hall with our Mayor and our local MP all grinning like Cheshire cats  for 

the camera, all excited about the signing of the back to back lease with the 

Council and RMS. And the Narooma News headline read, "FRESH LEASE OF LIFE”. 

The date …..Wednesday February 13th. My... how time flies. ( sound of grinding 

teeth) It seems that the whole of this year for me has been taken up with the 

business of riding the roller coaster towards a Development Application being 

granted and getting our CC. I reckon I could compose a new headline now but it 

couldn’t be published!! Maybe a book with countless chapters? 

 

OUR NEW PLACE 

Yep it will happen in 2020 and we will be managing our own future, in control of 

our activity with more room to move, more room for varied activities, greater 

focus on other Not For Profit groups and maintaining our strong community focus. 

So to all those who put in so generously to get us over the line, a big shout out to 

you all . Your efforts will have ensured that we build a Men’s Shed for the benefit 

of us and for so many men yet to come; a real and enduring legacy to our town 

and surrounds. 

BONZA. 

 

WHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENING? - LOTS 

                * When our lease ran out we lost our social space and had to build a new 

coffee shop and kitchen. To all those who dug in and made the shift happen 

another big thanks. Squished in last week for our meeting it was ok and will be 

fine until we shift. Keeps showering! 

                * We now have a group of men who have taken up the Maori tale of 

Paikea, (the whale rider). Our men have ridden whales to damn near every corner 

of the town with an increase demand and an increase in revenue. BRILLO 

                * The wood workers have maintained a steady to busy stream of fulfilling 

requests from our locals. The John Gerrard inspired Jigsaw boards phenomena 

has become mammoth. Dick Harry and others churn out  sooo many. 
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                 * A number of grants have recently been confirmed with the result that 

we are getting closer to fully funding the build. We have of course missed out on 

others. The business of keeping up our grant work is important for our new 

circumstance. A CALL GOES OUT TO ANY MEMBER WHO CAN ASSIST. All help 

gratefully received. 

                 * It is important to note the great support we get from our local 

businesses and trades. 'Truss Plus' and 'Woodies Hardware' in Dalmeny have been 

great ,as has Narooma Plumbing. 

                 * We had the film crew back last week with their weird microphones 

looking like fluffy koalas. Our member Faouzi Saouli has had his time in our 

community put to film (with others) about his experience in Aus as a migrant. 

Faouzi : another colour in our wonderful diverse canvas of men. 

                 * The Shed Committee have had another look at our Strategic Plan and 

upgraded our goals, our plans strengths weaknesses (yes we have a few !!) and 

challenges for the next year or so.  Also the committee has had a look at how we 

induct new men and allow them to settle in with us. Maybe a new “G”DAY” package 

for new men? 

                 * Membership has seen quite a spurt and we will need to look at 

accommodating new members. The new complex will surely garner a lot of 

community interest and this will be easier to manage with the space and layout of 

the new building. We now have over 65 members and growing. 

 

TIME MOVES ON 

Over the past year we have had a few men manage some medical issues. I wish you 

a great and sustained recovery and look forward to seeing you fully involved again. 

 

To those families who have lost loved ones over the last while, on behalf of all men, 

I wish for you strength in your grief and recovery and a welcome hand from us 

all.      

AND SO…. a happy and joyous festive season to all you men. It is a pleasure for me 

to have such a great  association with you all. 

 

CHEERS, BERNIE 

President’s Report (continued…) 
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News from the New Building Sub Committee 

Well we all got excited when we finally received Development Consent on the 31st 

October 2019.  

 

Yes the shed was full of cheer and everyone started to plan how to set the new 

shed out so that we could accommodate all the things that Men’s Sheds could and 

should do. Plans were circulated and the energy was clearly visible as shown in 

Bernie’s report. 

 

Unfortunately the building Sub Committee came down to earth rather quickly when 

it started to look at the detail being sought in order to progress to a Construction 

Certificate (CC). Yes 43 points listed to be reviewed, addressed and replied to, 

before a CC is issued. Who said the devil was in the detail! 

 

Some of these issues required supporting engineering certificates, some required 

to be addressed by proposed sub-contractors, improved detail drawings were 

required with lots of statements and identification of fire exits, extinguishers, 

windows, lighting etc.  

 

So, after 5 weeks we continue the paperwork and yes not a sod of earth can be 

turned.  It was hoped that we would have been able to do the earthworks and 

fencing prior to Christmas, but that now is looking unachievable. mainly due to 

lack of progress in gaining Engineering support. 

 

But there has been a few positives 

 

Greg Willis, (Jordan’s Dad) has indicated that he would like to take on the 

challenge of building the shed and being our site manager for the project. Greg is 

well regarded in the local area, over 20 years’ experience as a builder, and has only 

recently retired from full time building. So he is a perfect match for what the 

project will need once we get going. Greg also lives 50 meters from the new site so 

he is well able to keep an eagle eye over the comings and goings.  

Don Ferguson has signed up to be our certifier. Don again works up and down the 

South Coast as a certifier and has a number of staff to back him up. Don is one of 

the very few people on the South Coast qualified to be a certifier for our building 

type as a Community Project.  

New Building  News  
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We were somewhat amazed at the request by Council for us to pay $15,000 

developer’s costs before a CC will be issued for water and sewer augmentation. Yes 

we all thought the Community shed would be seen by Council as a worthwhile 

community project deserving their financial support, rather than putting additional 

financial pressure on the limited funds we have managed to pull together from the 

community.  

 

So we have started the negotiation process with Council to reconsider the 

imposition of these charges and we currently await their answer.  Many councils in 

the area and in NSW simply exempt these charges for Community projects, so we 

hopeful that Eurobodalla Council will follow their lead! 

 

The layout of the building work done by the members has been of immense value 

to assist with the final design of the shed in regard to windows, fire exit and doors, 

lighting and energy matters.  Not only have we now got a clear view of what it will 

look like, YES IT DOES,  the plan has inbuilt flexibility to change to meet emerging 

activities and provide a great social environment consistent with the needs of the 

community.  

 

We have continued with working in partnership with the Scouts in relation to our 

needs in building the Community Men’s Shed on the site.  

 

We have applied for a Licence to use the Scout Hall for one year to support the 

building of our shed and our settling in period. Scouts have agreed in principle to 

the Licence and we are tiding up some T&Cs.  

 

The Scouts have also agreed in principle to work with us to build a 2 meter fence 

around both their site as well as our whole site. You should be aware that the Scout 

hall is currently being regularly vandalized. We have been on hand to fix many of 

the issues that have arisen, but a security fence is a necessary big step forward 

before the NMS will invest more time in making it a safe and usable community 

asset again.  

 

Finally the Scouts and currently considering our request to build permanent 

carparks and access drive on their site for NMS. This mutual sharing of car parks 

will be a win win for both organizations and will make NMS’ long term tenure on 

Lot 1 more secure. Obviously NMS has indicate that we will fund such permanent 

car parks and access drive, either now or if Lot2 is resumed by RMS.   
 

New Building  News (continued…) 
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In Summary 

 

The paperwork is continuing, but the list of items is getting fewer.  

 

Awaiting advice from Council on exemption of the $15,000 developer’s costs.  

 

No Construction certificate until Christmas is more than likely.  

New Building  News (continued…) 
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New Building  Planning 

A number of small groups within the shed have been exercising their brains 

planning the interior set up of the new shed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        

               Great minds at work  

 

This has become a priority, as we approach the start of the building program, and a 

great deal of thought  has been put into the various permutations of the three 

main spaces in the new building, especially the efficient and safety conscious layout 

of the wood workshop.   

The committee is very grateful for the effort of the various teams and individuals, 

as it has given the opportunity for input from the membership into the final design 

of the new shed.  

The various plans were discussed at the recent committee meeting and the 

committee are now finalising the design. 
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New Building  Planning (continued…) 

These pictures will help you to visualise how the new building will sit on the site 

and how the interior will be organised. 
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 From Chas 
 
Met up with Geoff Barrett on Friday in the waiting room of the Blue House Surgery. 
Sitting there proudly wearing his Narooma Men’s Shed tee shirt. He is still having 
trouble with his leg and is waiting for an operation in February. 
 
I’m sure he would welcome a bit of Christmas cheer if we can organise to get him 
to the Christmas party. 
 
Greg Kemp and I would welcome him back to “the Shed” to lead us in a game of 
cards. It’s been on hold for sometime waiting for Geoffrey's return to spearhead 
our desire. Perhaps there maybe others keen to participate. 
 
Let’s say a New Year resolution , if not before. 

Member ‘s Corner 

From Dave 

Recently I modernised my bathroom, but didn’t want to remove the floor tiles 

(awful job!). So as luck would have it the shed was sizzling sausages at Bunnings. I 

went into the paint department and lo and behold I.C.I. has recently developed a 

water based product expressly for this purpose.  

Expensive at $70 per litre it covered the dark brown tiles very well. As it happened I 

had 12 square metres of floor, or rather 6 square metres with two coats.  

It has left a nice smooth non-slip finish. I chose a low sheen finish, gloss is also 

available. 
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Member ‘s Corner (continued…) 

From Smilie 

"RUSTY" is a 1978 Suzuki LJ80   

 

LJ is light jeep 4WD, with a mighty 800 cc petrol engine. Overall length is 3.185 m 
and width is 1.395 m and kerb weight 705 kg. Purchased back in May, I got the 
engine going after a couple of weeks, nothing major just cleaning out the petrol 
tank, pump and carby and new fuel filter.  

Pete Lonergan and I took Rusty for his maiden flight up the road and back and 
apart from the lack of brakes, the clutch, gearbox and transfer case for 4WD 
seemed OK.  

There was severe rust in both floors and the tray back and a bit in the bodywork. 
I removed the bonnet, windscreen, both wheel guards, grill and front guard and 
then the body was separated from the chassis. So new brake shoes, slave 
cylinders, wheel bearings etc. The rust was cut out and new floors and tray 
made, then I took the body into MS for welding. Rick and Pete were a BIG help as 
my skill with the welding gun was slow to develop and Steve gave me a hand 
with his sheet metal skills on the guards.  

The boys introduced me to the guillotine and folding machines and Dave and 
Bernard got me going with the sandblasting box. So I have had quite a bit of help 
along the way. I am getting ready to put the body back on the chassis having 
done a very unprofessional spray job on the body and parts. 
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Member ‘s Corner (continued… ) 
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Treasurer’s Report 

The Club is still in a strong financial position. No problems with paying accounts and 
all accounts paid within 7 days.  Cash at bank is sound, and a number of grants have 
been awarded, with the cash flowing into the bank account over the next few 
weeks. 

The money has started to flow in from the sale and rental of the Christmas Whales. 
Well done the whale team! 

The money has started to flow in from the sales and rental 

Whales Ahoy! 

The whales are mostly out now and appearing on the businesses about town. We 
have picked up a few new customers. Thank you to the  
members of the community and especially the business people who  
support  our town and the Men's Shed by either buying or renting a whale.  
 
We have also made a few penguins and we are in the process of  
making some Santa's. We still have a few whales in stock but not many. Thanks to 
Curley, Rick, Rody, John Voytas, Jonathon and Steve for their help.   
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Whales Ahoy! (continued…) 
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AMSA  

The Australian Men’s Shed Association is the national service provider to more than 
1000 Men’s Sheds in Australia – providing practical support, specialised services 
and resources. 

At the 2nd National Men’s Shed Conference in Manly, September 2007, Professor 
Barry Golding, a Men’s Shed researcher from Federation University Ballarat, stated 
in his key note address that “Men don’t talk face to face they talk shoulder to 
shoulder”. This drew unanimous mutterings of approval from all 350 delegates and 
the quote became the Australian Men’s Shed Associations motto. 

The concept of AMSA was tabled in 2005 and was formally established in 2007 with 
the founding principle of freely sharing information between organisations and 
members for the development and effective operations of Men’s Sheds. The 
Association was originally auspiced by Catholic Care Newcastle and has been 
strongly supported collaboratively by Uniting Care North Sydney, beyondblue and 
Mensline. Through the ever increasing number of emerging Men’s Sheds, the 
Australian Men’s Shed Association developed into the peak body representing and 
supporting Men’s Sheds in Australia, a model which is now being replicated 
internationally. 

With the launch of the Federal Government’s National Male Health Policy in May 
2010, the contribution of AMSA and Men’s Sheds was formally recognised with the 
allocation of ‘$3 million for the Australian Men’s Sheds Association to provide 
practical support to sheds, especially those in areas of high need. Men’s sheds play 
an important role in the community by providing meeting places where men can 
find social support and camaraderie’. 

NATIONAL MALE HEALTH POLICY 

In July 2010 the Association made the transition from an incorporated body to a 
National Association-a Company Limited by Guarantee registered as a Tax 
Deductible Gift Recipient. 

The Australian Men’s Sheds Association recognizes a Men’s Shed as any community
-based, non-profit, non-commercial organization that is accessible to all men and 
whose primary activity is the provision of a safe, friendly and healing environment 
where men are able to work on meaningful projects at their own pace in their own 
time in the company of other men. A major objective is to advance the well-being 
and health of their male members and to encourage social inclusion. 

https://mensshed.org/download/national-male-health-policy-2010/
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THE AMSA 

 prioritizes the well being of all men valuing the role that Men’s Sheds play in the 
prevention of social isolation by providing a safe, friendly and welcoming place 
for men to work on meaningful projects and to contribute to the wider 
community. 

 will endeavour to always address the needs of Men’s Sheds and to source 
further funding and resources for the direct benefit of sheds. 

 
Men’s Sheds registered with The Australian Men’s Shed Association are to maintain 
an open door policy and conduct themselves in a Non discriminating manner, have 
a minimal membership or joining fee, ensure and observe safe work practices, aim 
at improving the well-being or all men and support their community. 

As part of the Australian Men’s Shed Associations Funding Agreement, the 
Association is committed to providing practical support for existing sheds, provide 
assistance in the development of new sheds, attracting and securing corporate 
sponsorship, raising awareness of men’s sheds, encouraging engagement and 
participation, improving the health and well-being of all men. 

“Men’s Sheds are not just fixing furniture and building toys, they are helping men 
and building communities.” 
The organisation now has over 985 Men’s Sheds representing an estimated 150,000 
individuals and employs 5 full time employees. 

The Men’s Shed concept was an Australian initiative from very humble beginnings; 
the idea has now spread internationally with Men’s Shed Associations operated by 
health authorities and other entities in Ireland, UK, New Zealand and Canada with 
other interested groups in North American and Japan. 

At the 4th National AMSA Conference in Brisbane 2011, a meeting of 
representatives from New Zealand, Ireland, UK and Australian Men’s Shed 
Associations took place. This lead to the creation of an international affiliation of 
Men’s Shed Associations with AMSA taking the lead role in developing this 
Federation. It is aimed at sharing knowledge, developing Men’s Sheds in other 
nations and making representations to the World Health Authority on the benefits 
of Social Inclusion in relation to health. Professor Barry Golding (AMSA Patron) 
chairs this affiliation. 

AMSA (continued…)  
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Communication 

Web Site 

The new website is up and running.  

  www.naroomamensshed.com.au 

 

If you have any news articles and photos that you would like published on the web 

site or in the monthly newsletter, email details to the web master at 

colin381@gmail.com 

http://www.naroomamensshed.com.au
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Committee Members 

Executive Committee Members 

Bernie Perrett  
 

President 

Wal Sheehan 
 

Vice-President 

Colin Berry 
 

Treasurer and Communications 

Brian Liddy 
 

Secretary 

Rody Byrne Public Officer 

Ordinary Committee Members 

Smilie Magill 
 

Work Party Manager on new build 

Peter Lonergan Metal Shed Manager 

Steve McGourty Social activity organiser 

David Trickett Business Manager 

Dick Nagle Wood Shed Manager 

Bruce Hughes Assistant Secretary and IT  
Manager 

Peter Hartley Manager Horticulture 


