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Bushfire Recovery 
This month’s issue outlines what 

the Narooma Mens Shed is 

doing in the response to the 

current bushfire emergency, and 

how the shed can help the 

recovery of the community that 

has been devastated by the 

crisis. 
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President’s Report 
 

 

What’s new?  Not sure? 

Well like most of you I feel a bit like the 
mythic frog in a pot of slowly heated 
water.  I don’t know just when it is too 
hot sticky and uncomfortable.  This last 
evacuation felt like water was too hot! 

 

Bushfire response at N.M.S. 

We move on 4 fronts: 

1.  Direct money donations 

2.  Offering up our expertise to fire   
 affected 

3.  Provision of emergency  
 generators to Cobargo 

4.  Spread joy to restaurants and 
 others by going out on Fridays to 
 various  venues.  Been good roll 
 ups and owners been very 
 grateful 

 

Three of us, Jan, Geoff and myself, have 
been searching out where to  target our 
money.  I talked to John Doyle of RFS 
Dalmeny.  He suggested I go further 
afield to places like TinPot and Beloura.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Devastating losses there.  Sue-Ellen 
(Secretary, Beloura RFS) reports 8 out of 
11 houses lost – 75%.  Her request for 
help is well within our capacity and I will 
leave details with Wal Sheehan as I’m 
away for a while. 

Tin Pot – it now has no functioning 
R.F.S.  Geoff B. reports that Nerrigundah 
also has needs within our capacity – 
storage and poly pipe (lets get it for $0). 

Tools are needed by all.  Glencoe Mines 
(Hunter Valley) is collecting but we need 
some immediately for all the 
communities mentioned. 

Brian L and Steve Payne are attending 
Red Cross event on Wednesday on how 
to help people recover. 

Our own mental health is so important 
as we can only help others if we are fit 
enough. 

 

Please, men, keep in mind that we all 
need to keep close to our mob now.  
Personal and financial tensions can be 
high as can tension of a constant threat, 
often with little recourse to good 
information as to what to do, when and 
why:  so talk it up.  If you have 
unrelieved stress, let your mates know. 
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President’s Report   

 

Our New Buildings 

 

Yes delayed necessarily; but Wal and 
the building committee are working 
away to a CC (construction certificate).  
Our work as a shed, will be established 
permanently as we develop our plans. 
No heart lost at this end.  A great shed 
will emerge from the ashes. 

 

Life Goes On 

Yep it does.  Fees!!  Filthy Lucre, the 
bottom line, pay dirt, whatever!  The 
Committee deliberated on new fee 
structure for 2020 only.  The need to 
cover costs, including new lease 
payments, to keep our offerings 
maintained and paid for, are all issues 
up front.  The Committee wishes to 
keep our shed accessible to all and we 
don’t want to lose members due to $ 
issues. 

The new fee structure from Feb 1. 

 Weekly fee                      $10 

 Annual subscription      $60 

 All cook ups                     $5 

Subscriptions can be paid directly to our 
bank account. 

BSB:          641-800 

Account:  200857460 

Please ensure you put your name in the 
transaction description so that we know 
who has paid. 

 

All fees and charges will be reviewed as 
we move to our new home. 

If a member finds new fees onerous 
then Colin Berry is the point of contact 
and is empowered to negotiate a 
confidential solution. 

 

New Equipment (a cargo cult) 
 

We have a 18 tonne hydraulic pipe 
bender which has magically arrived (by 
helicopter?) and I am negotiating a wee 
grant to pay for it.  Up for mention at 
the next Committee meeting. 

 

Keep safe, stay out of hot water and 
know that we are all in this together. 

 

P.S. Chas made a gavel for use at 
meetings.  So much fun!  So much noise 
and still no one hears!  Thanks Chas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P.P.S. And another success-
ful ,wonderfully attended ‘restaurant 
rescue’ by N.M.S at ‘Sorriso Italian 
Restaurant’ – Curly – Big thanks 
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Bushfire Recovery 
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Bushfire Recovery   

 

A Night Out on the Town 

The Shed has taken the need to revive the 

local economy seriously and is organising 

weekly outings to the various restaurants 

in Narooma. 

22 of us booked the local Indian 

Restaurant for the first night out. 

The food was great, the conversations 

flowed and it was a great catch up for 

some members who have been caught up 

in the bushfires.  

Our hosts were well pleased in bringing in 

such a crowd on a Friday night. “It simply 

made our night”. 

Since then we have had meals at the Inlet 

and Sorriso’s Italian restaurant with 

increased numbers and Curly will no 

doubt be arranging many more. 

 

Hope you can make it to the next outing. 

Let Curly know you are coming! 

What are these empty  

boxes all about? 
 

Following a discussion at the shed last 
week the members decided to donate 3 
generators to our community at Cobargo. 
 
Yes, lots of words in the press coverage of 
the need to support the community, but 

the men wanted to get involved and 
actually do something that was both 
important and within our capabilities.   
 
Bernie checked that the evacuation 
center at Cobargo was OK for food and 
clothing, but up to 13 residents will be 
without power for some three weeks. 
Supplying power was the highest item on 
their critical items list.  
 
So Bernie and Curly bought three 
generators last Thursday from local 
suppliers, Mitre10 and Home Hardware 
and took them to Cobargo to their 
evacuation center.  
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Bushfire Recovery  
 

 

One went immediately to a burnt out 

family at Yowie. The second is providing 

power to an elderly lady that requires 

power for her medical condition. The 

third was currently in reserve for the 

next critical case reported to the Evacu-

ation center. Well done Bernie and 

Curly.  

 

Members should also be aware that we 

have posted a notice at Cobargo and in 

the Narooma News, that all bushfire im-

pacted families are able to use the Na-

rooma Men’s shed as a resource to re-

pair and fix wooden or metal items that 

is within our capabilities at the shed.  

Looking forward to seeing what re-

quests and items start to roll in! 

 

The Scout Hall door 
As indicated earlier the vandals had 

gained entry to the Narooma Scout hall 

before Christmas. In discussions with 

the Scouts, it was decided to put a tem-

porary fix to the old door until after the 

holiday period.  

With the bushfires, these plans changed 

with some of the burnt out residents of 

Cobargo given access to the Scout Hall.  

 

Well done Dick and Harry and the team 

that assisted.  

 

 

The scout hall door was pulled off its 

hinges to give them access. Wayne 

Hutchison gave up his time to fix the 

broken water line so they had access to 

water, toilets and a shower. Finally the 

Men’s shed relocated our BBQ and gas 

bottles to allow them to prepare food 

and drinks. It wasn’t pretty but it was 

certainly a safe place to bed down for a 

few nights.  

 

 After the Cobargo families relocated 

back home, Dick, Harry and others got 

to work and put in a new solid door 

with security locks etc. to make the hall 

both habitable and hopefully a deter-

rent to the local vandals.  



Page  7                                                                                                      www.naroomamensshed.com.au 

 

New Building  News  
 

 

Well with all the going and comings at 
the shed and its involvement with the 
bush fires and members’ home 
situations, the days seem to wizz bye. 
  
Nevertheless progress continues to be 
made with the new shed. 
  
We are planning on having the 
Construction certificate available by the 
end of February. 
 
Jeff Lean has been working for the last 15 
days full time on answering all the 
technical questions raised by the Council 
and the certifier. We have had four 
meetings at the site surveying, exploring 
and documenting such issues as: 
 
Entrance from Barker Parade on the 
resumption Plan. 
Sewerage and drainage lines. 
The final ground level of the site. 
Storm water flows down Taylor’s Lane. 
Angles for the mass concrete wall 
Etc. 
 
Jeff will complete his work this week and 
then it will be over to Council again to 
put their stamp of approval on the 
drawings so that it can be passed to our 
Certifier to review and issue the 
Construction Certificate CC.   
 
No work on the site may commence 
before we have CC, so everyone needs to 
“cool their jets” until we have that. 
 
In addition to the above we have 
engaged Council to prepare a water 

meter for the block $1000 and a sewer 
line connection $1600. We are 
investigating a temporary electricity pole 
to assist with construction. 
 
So February is a big month for the 
paperwork to finish and March will see 
the real work commence. 
 
We have advised both Federal govern-
ment departments of the present delays 
and given the bush fires around us, they 
have been very understanding and they 
see no issue with extending our 
timescales to complete the project.   
  
Wal Sheehan 
Building sub Committee 

Measuring Up 

Wal Sheehan, who is leading the new 

building team, was on site recently 

helping with some surveying for the 

Construction Certificate. 
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Member’s Corner 
 

 

 

A new guest has taken up residence in 

Dav T’s BBQ. 

He will probably feel a bit uncomfortable 

when Dave starts to cook the sausages! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Web Site 

Remember we have a website. 

 

  www.naroomamensshed.com.au 

 

If you have any news articles and 

photos that you would like 

published on the web site, or know 

of links to other interesting web site 

e.g. other Mens Sheds, please email 

details to the web master at 

colin381@gmail.com 

Communication 

http://www.naroomamensshed.com.au
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Committee Members 

Executive Committee Members 

Bernie Perrett  
 

President 

Wal Sheehan 
 

Vice-President 

Colin Berry 
 

Treasurer and Communications 

Brian Liddy 
 

Secretary 

Ordinary Committee Members 

Rody Byrne Public Officer 

Smilie Magill 
 

Work Party Manager on new 
build 

Peter Lonergan Metal Shed Manager 

Steve McGourty Social activity organiser 

David Trickett Business Manager 

Dick Nagle Wood Shed Manager 

Bruce Hughes Assistant Secretary and IT  
Manager 

Peter Hartley Manager Horticulture 


