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President’s Report
The Shed at 24 Glasshouse will be, as of
June 30, no more. A chapter closes as we
begin to write another chapter in the short
history of ‘The Shed’.

Over the last month since the Commi�ee
decided to hand back the big woodwork
shed to the Macauley family a lot of work
has been done to shi�, dump, store and
rehouse all our ‘stuff’. There is a lot of stuff.

Dave Tricke�, Dick Nagle, Peter Lonergan
have had large numbers of helpers like
Harry and Wayne, like Rick and Smilie. Reg
got into his den and couldn’t help himself
spreading more paint about the Scout Hall
new office. To all who helped a massive
thank you. Brian and Col Berry handed the
paperwork over to the Macauleys last
Thursday. A final handover awaits June
30th. And a lot of stuff s�ll to be moved to
41a Bakers Parade.

And the COVID 19 pandemic s�ll rules our
lives and more importantly our social and
emo�onal lives. Like many of you my family
has been ‘lost’ to us given social distancing
and the tyranny of big distance. Ruth and I
only saw our grandkids recently in a park in
Cooma without the big cuddles that are
part of any family gathering – weird. The
COVID virus is s�ll real and as the pressure
for economic and social change is pushing
us to ‘re open’ the Shed will s�ll be closed
for quite a while. The ‘stay safe’ rules apply
to us all s�ll.

I am aware of some families suffering a loss
of loved ones over this �me. Strength to
you at this �me. I have heard of the way
funerals now take place and the extra
burden that COVID delivers at this �me.
Ruth and I have recently heard of the death
of a friend from the virus following a cruise

holiday. The circumstance of no visits whilst
in ICU is horrific. Stay safe.

A poignant poem turned up on my phone
from Robert Brading. The simple pleasure
of si�ng in the sun, feeling the warmth and
relishing that �me before cloud appeared
was the substance. Simple pleasures.

The main game in town – the build - like any
build has held some surprises. Wally’s
report will no doubt cover it all. Ge�ng a
slab to appear out of the ground will
require a celebra�on for me. Maybe a
simple pleasure! To see the effort so far
tends to lose sight of the background work
over many years of many men.

The fires wiped away a $5000gi� of �mber
from the Forestry Commission of NSW. BUT
….. we have heard that the original gi� has
been reinstated. Great!

Come and see the site, flat and walled.
Count the concrete blocks and mul�ply
each one by a big number, add a dollar sign
to the number! But we now are over the
bump ready to get the slab to emerge.

And the Commi�ee recently re affirmed its
2019 decision as to the shed features. The
two new addi�ons to what we had at
Glasshouse are of course the provision of a
quieter ‘assembly’ space to the woodwork
machinery area and the newer than new
mul� purpose room to give a space
allowance to those ac�vi�es that have had
no home in the past. What? Up to you.
Personally I favour Morris Dancing but
maybe some lead-ligh�ng, ceramics, model
building: who knows what will eventuate.



Page 4

To those men who helped in looking at
‘layouts’ – a broad term – thank you. Ideas
were gratefully accepted and chewed over
by the Commi�ee.

We will have a super shed soon. We will be
in charge of our des�ny. We will see a
major growth in our offerings to the
community and the facility will be a
fantas�c addi�on to our local area and to
the present men and the future men who
come for camaraderie, friendship and a
chance to share their lives, loves and skills.

Cheers Bernie

Tax Informa�on
Senior Australians are being urged to check
what assistance they’re eligible for amid
COVID-19 or risk missing out on a financial
boost.

Assistance packages to combat the
economic fallout of the coronavirus mainly
help workers and businesses, but re�rees
aren’t missing out completely.

Two $750 cash boosts for pensioners are
key benefits, but there have also been
changes to deeming rates, special deals on
bank deposits, and increasing pension
eligibility as financial markets fall.

Re�ree couples who don’t qualify for the
age pension because of a high level of
assets can s�ll get the Commonwealth
Seniors Health Card if their combined
annual income is below $89,290.

Later Life Advice founder Brendan Ryan
said holders of the CSHC received the
$1500 in COVID-19 s�mulus payments.

COVID-19

“If you s�ll haven’t applied for your card,
you have un�l early July to get it and get the
second s�mulus payment of $750,” he said.

“The government’s offering more and more
programs to help older Australians but you
need to apply.

“There’s a whole cohort of older Australians
who find it hard to work this out because it
comes from mul�ple agencies. A number of
offers have come through and people are
completely surprised.”

Plunging share prices have pushed some
self-funded re�rees into pension payment
territory.

A single person can have $578,000 and a
couple $869,000 and s�ll get a part pension.

“It’s not just about the pension payment –
it’s the 40 or so other concessions,
programs and discounts that can save you
thousands of dollars each year,” Mr Ryan
said.

“If somebody is not eligible for the age
pension they should understand very clearly
why.”

Mr Ryan said every $1000 fall in assets
could mean an extra $78 a year in age
pension.

He said the Pension Loans Scheme was
available for seniors to dip into their home’s
equity – even if not eligible for the age
pension.

“A single over 66 could borrow up to
$37,000 per year, and a couple up to
$55,000.”

A recent cut to deeming rates could also
give people a pension boost or qualify them
for other assistance, Mr Ryan said.
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Associa�on of Independent Re�rees
president Wayne Strandquist said self-
funded “seem to have missed out on all the
support going around” despite being hit
hard by COVID-19.

Assistance was largely linked to pension
recipients, he said, and self-funded re�rees
“are not known to Centrelink”.

Re�rees who rely on dividends for income
are struggling as big banks cut or deferred
payouts to shareholders.

“I don’t think they an�cipated that we
would see banks halving their payout or
more, and that’s effec�vely halved their

income,” Mr Strandquist said.
He said re�rees should get familiar with
asset test and income test thresholds for
pensions and also the Commonwealth

Seniors Health Card and Low Income
Health Card.

“Even a part age pension means they
immediately sa�sfy the rules for the
Commonwealth Seniors Health Card and
the income support of the $750 that’s yet
to come in July.

“If you haven’t checked your eligibility in
recent �mes, do so and persist.”

NSW Government website

The NSW Government’s website is the best
source of informa�on for residents on
COVID-19. It includes informa�on on the
latest sta�s�cs, social distancing guidelines
and how to protect yourself.

Corona virus (COVID-19)
Informa�on

A reminder that the Commonwealth
Government has issued a FACT SHEET for
older Australians. This fact sheet is being
updated whenever there is new
informa�on, so it is worth checking every
now and then to see if things have
changed, or if there is new informa�on for
older people. The Na�onal Coronavirus
Helpline, run by the Commonwealth
Department of Health is available 24 hours
a day at 1800 020 080.

Australian Men’s Shed Bulle�n

A link to the Shedder

The Shedder

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2020/03/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-older-australians_3.pdf
https://mensshed.org/news-events/newsletter/the-shedder-newsletter-autumn-2020/
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Bushfire Recovery

Another delivery of sixty nes�ng boxes was
made to the Tom from the Eurobodalla
Shire Council. That makes a total of 180
boxes that the Narooma Men’s Shed has
provided.

This last 60 where constructed under more
rigorous working condi�ons due to COVID-
19 and the requirement for scoial
distancing.

Thanks to Dick, Harry and Reg for all there
work.

Apparently there are more boxes required
and some new designs of the nes�ng
boxes.
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New Building Report

Well hasn’t the new site changed since the
last report?

If you want to see the day by day progress
over the last three weeks click onto the
following link.

Build Progress

The flat site and the wall cut.

In addi�on to fla�ening the site, the final
blocks on the Mass Concrete block wall are
being completed as you read this ar�cle.

Just to keep the metal workers on-side two
40 �. containers were delivered from
Sydney and located on site. Not sure the
CHINA decals impressed the neighbours,
but thanks to a team of volunteers led by
Peter Lonergan and of course REG the
Painter plus Bernard, Wayne and Harry,

they have been removed. Next step is to
spray paint them on a warm s�ll day.

What else has been achieved?

Water connected to the site.
Sewer junc�on established
Power pole erected

Inspected the 20 �. container being
donated to us. Anyone with another
Container they want to get rid of?

The new working shed

It did not take long before the team started
to make themselves at home in the Scout
hall.

First thing first, as David took charge of
cleaning out the two offices and garage. It
had not been touched for years. So a�er
three days solid work David has put the
offices and the garage into an order to be
proud of. Not sure anyone will be able to
get into the new DAVID’s Domain!!! Take
your shoes off if you do!

https://youtu.be/mE0lFcnpbNs
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Not to be outdone, Dick, Harry and Wayne
have established a mini workshop in the
garage. Yes with the few tools we have in it,
we will be able to start repairing the Scout
hall a�er so many years of neglect and
vandalism.

First jobs were replacing the broken glass in
the windows. With winter on its way, it
would be very cold in the hall.

New toilet seats and toilet roll holders were
purchased and installed by David. So we are
now well catered for in that regard.

Finally some of the down pipes were built
and in place so we start to have proper
drainage if we get more rain. Well done
Harry, Steve and Dick I believe.

It will not be long before we can look
forward to catching up in the Scout Hall
(consistent with COVID rules).

What is next on the program?

Yes the site is now ready for Craig and his
team to start the pad for the big shed.
Approximately 400 sq. meters or 40 cubic
metres of concrete. All to be done by 19
June.

Cleaning and spray pain�ng of the
Containers.Moving all the stuff from Glass
house rocks road to be placed in one of the
40 �. containers, in some logical fashion by
30 June. Many hands and trucks will make
light work of that I suspect.

So lots to do and see and feel free to drop
in for a look when you are in the area.
Watch out though you may get a shovel or
paint brush put in your hand!!!

Cheers

Wal
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Member’s Corner
North Narooma Men’s Shed is up and
running. Chas Rogers President.

Chas is all set up with a lathe and his
tools in his garage. He has coffee and tea
available.

Chas has entertained Faouzi, Curly and
Rob Richardson at his shed (all on
separate occasions)

Chas is currently making a spike for Rob.
He has done a superb job of the handle
which is turned from really hard red
gum. Chas is going use the lathe to
polish the copper collet that he has
made from old pipe.

Bob Kelly has donated the stainless
steel shaft of the spike and now they are
waiting on Rob to sharpen the spike to
his requirements. We will include
pictures of the finished article next
month

.

Chas has earned $5 for NMS by doing a
small gluing job for a lady who dropped in.

Well done mate

The second picture is of Chas visi�ng the
Kianga Men’s Shed, where he had coffee
with President Bob Kelly.
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Annual General Mee�ng
An Announcement on behalf of the
Commi�ee by Brian Liddy, Secretary

The COVID – 19 restric�ons and the closure
of the Narooma Men’s Shed (NMS) and
Men’s Sheds across Australia has meant
that the usual �mings for our Annual
General Mee�ng (AGM) will need to be
postponed.

Examina�on of the Legisla�on and
Cons�tu�on by both Brian Liddy (Secretary)
and Rody Byrne (Public Officer) has
established that the NMS AGM and elec�on
for a new management commi�ee must
occur within six (6) months of the end of
the 2019 -2020 Financial Year.

To that end, it was determined by the
Commi�ee that the AGM and Commi�ee
elec�ons will be held towards the end of
November 2020.

AGMs and the means of calling are set out
in Sec�on 15 of the NMS Cons�tu�on (an
italicised copy of that sec�on is included
below). The sec�on also outlines the
procedures for the elec�on of Commi�ee
Members.

It is straight forward in process.
Nomina�ons for Commi�ee membership
under the Cons�tu�on must be received by
the secretary 7 days before the AGM.
No�ce of an AGMmust be given to each
member 14 days in advance of the
mee�ng specifying the date, �me and
place of the mee�ng, the agenda
including calling for nomina�ons for
posi�ons on the Commi�ee.

If we do not receive enough nomina�ons
for the elec�on before the requisite �me
set out for the closure of nomina�ons and
the se�ng of the date, S15 (2) does allow
for us to take addi�onal nomina�ons for
commi�ee posi�ons from the floor at the
AGM. We hope it does not come to that
and members will nominate.

Special Resolu�ons

Should an issue require resolu�on under
the condi�ons of a Special Mee�ng, that
requirement too, can be catered for within
the �meframe. For Cons�tu�onal changes,
21 days’ no�ce is required to be given to
the NMS members. This informa�on must
contain informa�on regarding the date and
�mings for such a mee�ng.

Should an issue requi�ng a special
resolu�on arise this year, a Special Mee�ng
can also be called too. This could
expediently be held directly a�er the
closure of the AGM. Such a mee�ng would
deal with any Special Mo�ons put before it
and the NMS members can cast a vote
following the usual discussions on such
ma�ers.

Such proposals require the mo�on/s and a
ra�onal/s to be given to the members. It
would be expected that if such a situa�on
did arise, the proposer/s of that mo�on/s
would ini�ally raise the subject/s with the
members before the mee�ng; perhaps,
through the newsle�er or if the Shed has
reopened, through our general mee�ngs.
This would enable members to have had
suitable �me to consider all the issues that
would be put before them at the Special
Mee�ng.
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Section 14 Narooma Men’s Shed
Constitution

15 Elec�on of commi�ee members

(1) Nomina�ons of candidates for
elec�on as office-bearers of the
associa�on or as ordinary
commi�ee members:

(a) must be made in wri�ng,
signed by 2 members of the
associa�on and accompanied
by the wri�en consent of the
candidate (which may be
endorsed on the form of the
nomina�on), and

(b) must be delivered to the
secretary of the associa�on at
least 7 days before the date
fixed for the holding of the
annual general mee�ng at
which the elec�on is to take
place.

(2) If insufficient nomina�ons are
received to fill all vacancies on the
commi�ee, the candidates
nominated are taken to be elected
and further nomina�ons are to be
received at the annual general
mee�ng.

(3) If insufficient further nomina�ons
are received, any vacant posi�ons
remaining on the commi�ee are
taken to be casual vacancies.

(4) If the number of nomina�ons
received is equal to the number of
vacancies to be filled, the persons
nominated are taken to be elected.

(5) If the number of nomina�ons
received exceeds the number of
vacancies to be filled, a ballot is to
be held.

.

(6) The ballot for the elec�on of office-
bearers and ordinary commi�ee
members of the commi�ee is to be
conducted at the annual general
mee�ng in any usual and proper
manner that the commi�ee directs

(7) A person nominated as a candidate
for elec�on as an office-bearer or
as an ordinary commi�ee member
of the associa�on must be a
member of the associa�on.

All the necessary formal no�fica�ons of the
AGM together with copies of the necessary
nomina�on forms and instruc�ons will be
sent to all members of the NMS in mid-
October 2020 with the view to holding our
AGM in mid to late November 2020

If you have any ques�ons in rela�on to this
ma�er, please do not hesitate to contact a
Commi�ee member.

Beat Wishes to you all

Brian Liddy
Secretary
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Humour

A li�le old lady handed her bank card to a
bank teller and said, "I would like to
withdraw $500 please."

The female teller told her, “For withdrawals
less than $5,000, please use the ATM.”

The old lady then asked, “Why?”

The teller irritably told her, “These are
rules. Please leave if there is no other
ma�er.

There is a queue behind you.” She then
returned the card to the old lady.

The old lady remained silent… but then she
returned the card to the teller and said,

“Please help me withdraw all the money I
have.

The teller was astonished when she
checked the account balance.

She nodded her head, leaned down and
said to the old lady, “My apologies Granny,
you have $3.5 million in your account and
our bank does not have so much cash
currently.

Could you make an appointment and come
again tomorrow?”

The old lady then asked, “How much am I
able to withdraw now?

The teller told her, “Any amount up to
$300,000”

The old lady then told the teller that she
wanted to withdraw $300,000 from her
account.

The teller did so quickly and handed it to
the old lady respec�ully.

The old lady kept $500 in her bag and asked
the teller to deposit the balance of
$299,500 back into her account.

Don't be difficult with old people... we can
outwit the young and dumb.
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Home Schooling
Most of our genera�on of 60+ were
HOME SCHOOLED in many ways.

1. My mother taught me TO
APPRECIATE A JOB WELL DONE

"If you're going to kill each other, do it
outside. I just finished cleaning."

2. My mother taught me RELIGION

"You be�er pray that will come out of
the carpet."

3. My father taught me about TIME
TRAVEL

"If you don't straighten up, I'm going to
knock you into the middle of next
week!"

4. My father taught me LOGIC.

" Because I said so, that's why ."

5. My mother taught me MORE LOGIC

"If you fall out of that swing and break
your neck, you're not going to the store
with me."

6. My mother taught me FORESIGHT.

"Make sure you wear clean underwear,
in case you're in an accident.”

7. My father taught me IRONY

"Keep crying, and I'll give you
something to cry about."

8. My mother taught me about the
science of OSMOSIS.

"Shut your mouth and eat your supper."

9. My mother taught me about
CONTORTIONISTS

"Just you look at that dirt on the back of
your neck!"

10. My mother taught me about
STAMINA.

"You'll sit there un�l all that spinach is
gone."

11. My mother taught me about
WEATHER.

"This room of yours looks as if a
tornado went through it."

12. My mother taught me about
HYPOCRISY.

"If I told you once, I've told you a
million �mes, don't exaggerate!"

13. My father taught me the CIRCLE OF
LIFE.

"I brought you into this world, and I can
take you out..."

14. My mother taught me about
BEHAVIOUR MODIFICATION .

"Stop ac�ng like your father!"
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15. My mother taught me about ENVY.

"There are millions of less fortunate
children in this world who don't have
wonderful parents like you do."

16. My mother taught me about
ANTICIPATION.

"Just wait un�l we get home."

17. My mother taught me about
RECEIVING.

"You are going to get it from your father
when you get home!"

18 . My mother taught me MEDICAL
SCIENCE.

"If you don't stop crossing your eyes,
they are going to get stuck that way."

19. My mother taught me ESP.

"Put your sweater on; don't you think I
know when you are cold?"

20. My father taught me HUMOUR.

"When that lawn mower cuts off your
toes, don't come running to me."

21. My mother taught me HOW TO
BECOME AN ADULT.

"If you don't eat your vegetables, you'll
never grow up."

22. My mother taught me GENETICS.

"You're just like your father."

23. My mother taught me about my
ROOTS.

"Shut that door behind you. Do you
think you were born in a tent?"

24. My mother taught me WISDOM.

"When you get to be my age, you'll
understand

25. My father me about JUSTICE

"One day you'll have kids, and I hope
they turn out just like you!"

This should only be read by the over 60
crowd because the younger ones would
not believe we truly were told these
"EXACT" words by our parents and
other elder folk…
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Communication

NMSWeb Site

Remember we have a website

Narooma Mens Shed

Also find us on Facebook Search “Facebook
Narooma Mens Shed” in your browser.

If you have any news ar�cles and photos
that you would like published on the web
site, or know of links to other interes�ng
web site e.g. other Mens Sheds, please
email details to the web master at
colin381@gmail.com

This is especially important during the
current lockdown, please submit ar�cles on
how you are handling the enforced
isola�on and what you are doing to keep
busy.

AMSA Online

The goal of The AMSA Shed Online is help
people connect in the same way they do at
the shed – over a cuppa and a laugh. We
hope you’re here to share informa�on,
ideas and make connec�ons with your
fellow shedders around the world.

Anyone can contribute comments to the
blog posts and par�cipate in conversa�ons
on the discussion forums. But, you will
need to join the site first.

AMSA Online

The Shed Wireless
Hosted by award-winning broadcaster
Aaron Kearney and AMSA Boss David
Helmers.

Listen and subscribe to The Shed
Wireless Podcast

Or, if you’re not great with tech, here:

The Shed Wireless

https://www.naroomamensshed.com.au
http://mensshed.org/theshedonline/ 
https:// https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/the-shed-wireless/id1510493380
https:// https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/the-shed-wireless/id1510493380
https:// http://mensshed.org/theshedwireless
https:// https://mensshed.org/theshedwireless/
https:// http://mensshed.org/theshedwireless
https://mensshed.org/theshedwireless/
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Executive Committee Members

Bernie Perret President

Wal Sheehan Vice-President

Colin Berry Treasurer and Communications

Brian Liddy Secretary

Ordinary Committee Members

Rody Byrne Public Officer

Smilie Magill Work Party Manager on new build

Steve McGourty Social Activity Manager

David Trickett Business Manager

Dick Nagle Wood Shed Manager

Peter Lonergan Metal Shed Manager

Committee Members


