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OOH what a challenge!

A�er three years of planning and nego�a�ng the shovel finally turned the first sod. Then diligently
over the last five months the Narooma Men’s shed has been slowly building its new community
shed premises at 41A Barker Parade. Yes we are close enough to hear the tennis players and they
play power tennis!

The walkers and the neighbours wonder past and nod their approval and stop for a chat and a
look. “When will it be open they ask? I want to join!”

Yes with the help of the local tradespeople and local businesses, the vacant block of land has
changed every week and is now officially at the LOCK UP stage.

That simply means that the work emphasis has now shi�ed to the members of the shed to tackle
the internal fitout of the shed. Yes even with COVID restric�ons, small teams of men turn up daily
to tackle one task a�er the other. It is simply amazing how having to do something in the company
of others has helped many of the members get back together in these difficult �mes.

The project has been also a challenge to our skill base, but with an enthusias�c crew the work gets
done and I must admit, to a high professional standard than would happen if I was doing it alone!
More importantly the work is done with a lot of fun and laughter, the more the challenge.

Since we started the project, we have had 4 new members join the Men’s shed and we can hardly
keep them out of the place. They simply enjoy the atmosphere and doing things rather than
another day at home.

The project planning has all the work done by the end of October, but don’t let that stop you from
coming past and having a look for yourself. If you make yourself known, and it is safe to do so, you
might even get the chance to poke your head in.

Wal Sheehan
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President’s Report
PETER HARTLEY; our mate, commi�ee
member and long term supporter died in
Canberra earlier in the month. He was
comfortable with Julie and family by his
side. Pete’s death was marked by a family
ceremony. “ No funeral for me” ‘ said Pete.
Pete had a long wrestle with his cancer over
many years. Pete’s affable and open
disposi�on had him ready for many a chat
and a cuppa. When I last talked to Pete we
shared a few regrets. Pete was unhappy
about not being around to see the fully
opera�onal new NMS. But he had a plan.
He and Julie are going to fund our new
greenhouse and facili�es. This is a classy
way for us to see Pete being involved in an
area he loved: hor�culture.
Now we need interested men to help set up
this ini�a�ve, HARTLEY’S HORTICULTURE
HAVEN!! Any takers? see Wal.

VALE PETER HARTLEY

THE BUILD

The last commi�ee saw Wal and Colin
report an end in sight for the build with a
very small margin but a SURPLUS
nonetheless. You heard it,”SURPLUS”. Puts
paid to the naysayers around who have run
the line that NMS is broke and not going to
finish the project!! I have a response ‘ NAH

na na NAH NAH. How childish! But I had to
let go or I would be all bi�er and twisted!
not really.
All jokes aside we are almost there with a
permanent home for us and a significant
facility for use by other community groups.
A community men’s shed.
If you walk through the new place have a
look at the quality finish of the place. The
Machine shop is a treat led by Dick (DIY)
Nagle, Harry and their band of helpers. No
less the mee�ng room and mul� purpose
room with its commercial stainless and
donated, recycled cabinetry with Dave T,
Dave W ( the Younger), Geoff B. and
Jonathan M. pu�ng in many yards. Too
many helpers to men�on. Wayne, Tim, Reg
the magnificent, Charles, Colin, the Wal,
Rick, Rob, Steve, Curly, Brian, John Vand S
,Glen, Tim and and ……memory ?

THE BUILD AREAS

What is inside? We have a mee�ng space
and cooking /kitchen facility. I hope this
grows into a well used community hub for
mee�ng, seminars, teaching space or
displays, whatever. We have always been
community focused and I hope we con�nue
to be so.
We have a new addi�on to our old place;
that of a mul� purpose room. In the past
we had a few people come with ideas, e.g.
a special project but nowhere to set them
up away from the machinery workshops.
We now have space. If you have a special
ac�vity or want to learn a new one let me
know.
So far, model building, po�ery. lead ligh�ng,
pain�ng and drawing have been men�oned
and are all possible.
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We also have a new machinery shop, laid
out to ensure a safe as possible
environment. A new space has emerged,
within the woodwork complex, which came
from members expressing need, that of an
assembly room. This area is separated from
the machine shop, sound deadened and
equipped for assembly of projects. It
already has some fine �mberwork benches
made for us by John Steele with Rob
Richardson’s assistance.

So for the men in our new place, there are
lots of possibili�es only limited by your
imagina�on (and maybe money).
NEWMEMBERS. We are seeing more men
turn up for a tour and talk. I expected that
our enquiries will grow over the next 6
months as we open our facility in all its
possibili�es. Two new men, Tim and
Michael, have been pu�ng in some good
yards to the benefit of us all. If you have
friends or rela�ves who are interested in
our group now is the �me for them to get
their skates on.

LOCAL SUPPORT

In my life I spent a lot of �me in small
communi�es. The small towns have some
unique features. Everyone knows everyone
else’s business; a party line operates. Not a
great feature if you want privacy but the
most enduring and posi�ve feature of small
towns is self -reliance and collec�ve will.
The DIY – (DO IT YOURSELF) mentality is
also alive and well in NAROOMA. And I will
not forget the local ESC councilors who
drop in, take an interest and con�nue
suppor�ng us in many ways.
It has warmed my heart in these difficult
�mes to see just how generous our locals,
businesses and trades have been. Many
examples and I put forward a few; the sole

traders who knock off hundreds of dollars
off their bills, suppliers who discount way,
way below cost, total gi�s of lining
materials worth thousands of dollars,
quotes that I read as the cost of material
only, offers to transport goods long
distances, free and quality advice. Goodwill
abounds in this town and we have been
recipients of that good will. Our brand THE
NAROOMA MEN’S SHED is a good brand
and people see us as a good addi�on to our
community. Let us keep it that way. All the
people and groups who have helped us will
be on a new wall in the new place. A
tribute wall for all to see the wonderful
mob we have the pleasure of calling good
members of our community. From me, a
massive THANKS because without the help
we would have been finishing off the job for
years to come.

The NEXT COMMITTEE

The next commi�ee will have the task of
establishing solid opera�ng procedures and
protocols … even rules …(“only for the
guidance of the wise and the blind
obedience of idiots “, as a naval commander
friend of mine used to say), will be in place.
As we grow we need some guidelines and
protocols to help us manage this new place
for the benefit of our members and others.
We will of course be using the space for our
own ac�vity and we are now in control of
our own des�ny. Let us use the spaces to
full capacity and enjoy our place, con�nue
our great camaraderie and the self- help so
evident at NMS over our first seven years.
I expect the next commi�ee may need a
couple of new roles; namely, community
liaison person and a buildings manager.
Have a think and nominate if you wish to
contribute in a posi�ve way.

Cheers Bernie
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For Shed Precau�ons and
Events

As the majority of Men’s Sheds members
are in the age group that is most vulnerable
to coronavirus (COVID-19), it’s important to
take all precau�onary measures to
minimise the spread of the coronavirus in
our community.

We have put together the following
recommenda�ons regarding precau�ons at
the shed, as well as advice around any
upcoming events and celebra�ons.

At the Shed
We recommend taking extra precau�onary
measures at the shed to minimise the
spread of the coronavirus. This includes
(but not limited to):

Make it easy for members to prac�ce good
health hygiene:
Ask members to regularly wash their hands.
Wash thoroughly with soap and water and
use hand sani�ser where appropriate.
Wherever possible, ensure soap and/or
hand sani�ser is readily available at the
shed.

COVID-19

Remind members to cough or sneeze into
their arm or a �ssue. Securely bin the �ssue
and wash hands.
Ask all shed members feeling unwell or
displaying cold/flu-like symptoms to stay
home.If you, or any members at your shed,
are sick – please seek medical advice
immediately. This is especially important for
members who have underlying health
condi�ons.

We know that the shed is an important part
of the week for many of your members, but
the health and wellbeing of our community
is priority. Try to connect with isolated
members in other ways – via a phone call,
online or drop over any supplies if they may
be running short.

(From the AMSA web site)
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New Building Report

Are we there yet?

We are certainly approaching the end of the
project when you look at the pictures
below, but we s�ll have a few hurdles to get
over before we move in.

So what was ACHIEVED this month?

Security fence completed.
Stormwater and surface water system plus
dispersing tanks installed.
Electrical circuits, meters and sub boards
installed.
Roofing and Cladding completed.
Structure locked up and secure.
All inside walls ceilings have been erected
and painted.
Shed is fully insulated for both noise and
heat.

So what is yet to come?

About 25 members, consistent with COVID
protocols, managed to spend a day a week
at the shed, doing all the li�le necessary
�me consuming tasks to get the shed up
and running. If it was not for their
endeavors we would be well behind
schedule as well as over budget. The shed
would not be where it is today without
their help and dedica�on. So we all owe
them a big thank you. Hopefully a big
celebra�on soon!

With only 5 weeks to go to the end, I feel
sure they will con�nue their assistance, as
every day is another challenge and the
opportunity to do something new.

The major works to be completed in
October will be:

The sealing of the concrete floor 400 sq.
meters with a two part mix. So with the
assistance of a contractor we will take that
job on.
The building of the Handicap car park will
be contracted out.
The fi�ng out of the kitchen mee�ng room
area with cupboards, appliances, tables and
chairs.
Hor�culture shed assembled is within our
capabili�es to do.
Build a deck outside the Mee�ng room to
give an indoor outdoor func�on.
Complete the 2 unisex toilets.
Establish the na�ve and food gardens on
the site.
Complete the metal shed complex.

Sound like a bit to do, but it is amazing how
the tasks are tackled and completed when
the members get together. It also helps to
have the occasional sausage sizzle BBQ to
celebrate our minor successes.

So if you are passing the site, and it is safe
to do so, stop and have a look. We would be
pleased to show you around.

See you at the Shed

Wal Sheehan
Building Sub Commi�ee
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Members
Anatomy of a Men’s Shed
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Narooma Men’s Shed
Annual General Mee�ng
(AGM)
A further announcement on behalf of the
Commi�ee by Brian Liddy, Secretary

You will recall in an earlier News Le�er that
the COVID–19 restric�ons and the closure
of the Narooma Men’s Shed (NMS) had
resulted in the usual �mings for our Annual
General Mee�ng (AGM) to be postponed.

It was determined a�er an examina�on of
our Cons�tu�on and agreement by the
Commi�ee that the AGM and Commi�ee
elec�ons would be held towards the end of
November early December 2020.

As also discussed, the process for the
elec�on of a new Commi�ee is straight
forward in prac�se. Nomina�ons for
Commi�ee membership under the
Cons�tu�on must be received by the
secretary 7 days before the AGM.

No�ce of an AGMmust be given to each
member 14 days in advance of the mee�ng
specifying the date, �me and place of the
mee�ng, the agenda and the calling for
nomina�ons for posi�ons on the
Commi�ee.

The Cons�tu�on outlines that if we do not
receive enough nomina�ons for the
elec�on before the requisite �me set out
for the closure of nomina�ons and the
se�ng of the date, S15 (2) allows us to take
addi�onal nomina�ons for Commi�ee
posi�ons from the floor at the AGM. Again,
this ar�cle as well as apprising members of
the AGM is also a reminder that we are
looking for members to nominate for a
posi�on on the Commi�ee.

Special Resolu�ons

Should an issue require resolu�on under
the condi�ons of a Special Mee�ng; we can
also cater for that too at the AGM, within
the mee�ng’s �meframe. For
Cons�tu�onal changes, 21 days’ no�ce is
required to be given to NMS members. This
informa�on must contain informa�on
regarding the date and �mings for such a
mee�ng.

Should an issue requiring a special
resolu�on arise; a Special Mee�ng can also
be called too. As indicated earlier, and as
we did in 2019, this can be expediently held
directly a�er the closure of the AGM. Such
a mee�ng would deal with any Special
Mo�ons put before it and the NMS
members can cast a vote following the
usual discussions on such ma�ers.

Again, as outlined earlier, any such proposal
requires the mo�on/s and a ra�onal/s to be
given to the members. It would be expected
that if such a situa�on did arise, the
proposer/s of that mo�on/s would ini�ally
raise the subject/s with the members
before the mee�ng; perhaps, through the
Newsle�er or if the Shed has reopened,
through our general mee�ngs. This would
enable members to have had suitable �me
to consider all the issues that would be put
before them at the Special Mee�ng.

The Commi�ee strongly encourages any
member who may wish to stand to please
do so when the nomina�on forms are
published in the Newsle�er next month
along with full details of the AGM. Please
consider stepping up and nomina�ng for a
place on our Management Commi�ee.
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Finally, I can confirm that all the necessary
formal no�fica�ons of the AGM together
with copies of the necessary nomina�on
forms and instruc�ons will be sent to all
members of the NMS in mid-October 2020
with the view to holding our AGM in late
November to early December 2020
If you have any ques�ons in rela�on to this
ma�er, please do not hesitate to contact
me or another Commi�ee member.

Beat Wishes to you all, and please stay safe.

Brian Liddy
Secretary

New Members
Below are the procedures and applica�on
form for new members. If you wish to
become a member or you know someone
who would like to be a member, please get
the form filled in and return to a commi�ee
member of the Narooma Men’s Shed. The
membership form can also be downloaded
from our website from the About US menu.

Procedures for new members

1. All members are to complete a
applica�on for membership form.

WHY: It is a legisla�ve requirement
of incorporated bodies that
individuals apply for and are
accepted as members.

Once you become a member you
are covered by the incorporated
body’s insurance.

The annual membership fee is $60.
The annual fee is to cover your

insurance. The weekly fee is to cover
refreshments (tea/coffee etc.) as
well as workshop consumables (e.g.
sandpaper, drill bits etc.).

2. All members are to complete the
Member Record Card.

WHY: In case of an emergency such
as an accident while at the Men’s
Shed, it is important that we have
the name and contact of a person
you nominate to be contacted in
such events. Naturally, the
ambulance would be called if
necessary.

3. All members are to sign the
a�endance sheet each and every
�me they are present at the Men’s
Shed.

WHY: In case of an accident and any
subsequent insurance claims, it is
vital that the organisa�on and you
can prove you were at eth Men’s
Shed at the �me of the accident.
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41A Barker Parade, Narooma
PO Box 35, Narooma, NSW, 2546

E: naroomamensshed@gmail.com
W: www.naroomamensshed.com.au

Narooma Mens Shed

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OF ASSOCIATION NAROOMA
MEN’S SHED (incorporated under the Incorpora�on Act 2009)

Full Name of Applicant I, ______________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________________________

Phone ________________________________ Mobile ______________________________________

Email _____________________________________________________________________________

Next of Kin _____________________________________________Contact No, __________________

Hereby apply to become a member of Narooma Men’s Shed. In the advent of my admission as a
member, I agree to be bound by the cons�tu�on of the Australian Men’s Shed Associa�on.

Signature of Applicant _____________________________________Date ______________________

Signature of Proposer ______________________________________Date ______________________

SECONDER I, __________________________________________________ a member of the
associa�on, second the nomina�on of the applicant for membership of the associa�on.

Signature of seconder _____________________________________ Date ______________________
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A comment to all those
golfing hackers

By Chas Rogers

Your own day out may just follow a�er
you’ve hit out of the bunker that has always
given you trouble.

My day out came about when the Building
Society I was with sponsored a hole at a
‘Pro’ event.

Having the invita�on to be part of the ‘Pro/
Am” event the day before I was the only
“hacker” in the ranks.

My glorious handicap of 29 was reduced to
24 on the day.

The card tells it all and as my “Pro” partner
men�oned on collec�ng a trophy, “I’ve seen
it all in one round of golf, a disastrous first
nine and a complete turnaround in the
second”.
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Men’s Shed Logos
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Humour
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Communication

NMS Web Site

Remember we have a website

Narooma Mens Shed

Also find us on Facebook Search “Facebook
Narooma Mens Shed” in your browser.

If you have any news ar�cles and photos
that you would like published on the web
site, or know of links to other interes�ng
web site e.g. other Mens Sheds, please
email details to the web master at
colin381@gmail.com

This is especially important during the
current lockdown, please submit ar�cles on
how you are handling the enforced
isola�on and what you are doing to keep
busy.

AMSA Online

The goal of The AMSA Shed Online is help
people connect in the same way they do at
the shed – over a cuppa and a laugh. We
hope you’re here to share informa�on,
ideas and make connec�ons with your
fellow shedders around the world.

Anyone can contribute comments to the
blog posts and par�cipate in conversa�ons
on the discussion forums. But, you will
need to join the site first.

AMSA Online

The Shed Wireless
Hosted by award-winning broadcaster
Aaron Kearney and AMSA Boss David
Helmers.

Listen and subscribe to:

The Shed Wireless

https://www.naroomamensshed.com.au
http://mensshed.org/theshedonline/ 
https://mensshed.org/theshedwireless/
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Executive Committee Members

Bernie Perrett President

Wal Sheehan Vice-President

Colin Berry Treasurer and Communications

Brian Liddy Secretary

Ordinary Committee Members

Rody Byrne Public Officer

Smilie Magill Work Party Manager on new build

Steve McGourty Social Activity Manager

David Trickett Business Manager

Dick Nagle Wood Shed Manager

Peter Lonergan Metal Shed Manager

Committee Members


