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A�ending the Markets again!
The Narooma Men’s Shed market stall was at the
Tilba Fes�val. Its been a long �me since we have

a�ended a market.
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Event Calendar

Event Date Time Location
Open Day at the shed Saturday

10 Apr-2021

10:00am Shed

Bunnings BBQ Fund Raiser Sunday

11-APR-2021

08:00 am At Bunnings,
Batemans Bay
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President’s Report
What has been happening?

Well we opened to ac�vity, to social
gatherings and to responding to our
community in lots of ways.
Covid s�ll rules our shed life with sign in,
washing of hands and social distancing
mandatory. The last Tuesday mee�ng saw a
really big number of members turn up. So
gra�fying to see the mob ge�ng together
again a�er such a divided 2020.

Insurance: yep, buildings and members all
covered now. Insuring the assets proved
more onerous this �me with much more
details being sought by underwriters than
previously. A lot of the condi�ons were
about safety, tagging machinery and
providing evidence of proper induc�on to
the shed and equipment as well as proving
we carry out regular maintenance. All good
and proper.

If we have a red zone it would be the
machinery room. At present the
knowledgeable members are induc�ng new
chums to the various machines and doing
refresher induc�ons for others. You will see
a book hanging from each machine. if your
name is not on a par�cular machine book
you cannot access that machine BUT you
can of course read a name and seek
assistance to cut, fold, shape, plane, sand or
rip �mber.

If you wish to complete an induc�on you
could approach Dick, Bernard, Smilie, John
Steele or Harry to go through opera�ng
procedure. As of last Tuesday the induc�ons
are gathering pace and a big thank you to
Bernard and Dick for ge�ng so many men
up to speed on our machinery.

While on the machinery room, I wish to
restate that that space is a space for the
machining of �mber and we now have
another space, the assembly room, for the
assembly of components. This s�ll remains
our best inten�on. This came about a�er
long talks in 2019 about the shortcomings
of the big workshop at the old site. The
benefit gained is that we now have space
which is quieter and more amenable to
construc�on with all tools at hand to carry
out construc�on.

The last commi�ee mee�ng strongly
encouraged all woodworkers to use the
ASSEMBLY ROOM space. It was
acknowledged that at �mes, for bigger
construc�on, the space in the MULTI
PURPOSE ROOM can also be u�lized as an
assembly space. I used both spaces for the
func�on of assembling some goods last
week and it was great with other members
being heard over the whine of machinery
from the machine shop.

During the building of the space we took
�me to deaden the walls with insula�on
and double glaze windows so it is built to
our needs. We may yet need to revisit the
lathe area as, with 4 lathes in opera�on, the
noise levels may be too great to meet our
“quieter space” goals. Lets sit on that at
present.

A huge and largely unmet need is the need
for STORAGE SPACE. The commi�ee will
have to make some fairly quick and
though�ul decisions here as I see a lot of
STUFF is gathering around the walls as we
begin our shed life again. Not good
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New members keep coming and I believe
we have five new members with
applica�ons before the commi�ee. All good
men. It was a par�cular joy to join two of
them last week as I set out on a new
ac�vity, lead ligh�ng, with Gary and Jock in
the mul�purpose space. Gary is a fund of
knowledge and I am about to launch into a
new technique of copper foiling next week.

New stuff too in the Green house. Chris
Smith asked us for what we wanted in the
Green house. I know that Chris as a
hor�culturist is into growing food. No more
commercial seedlings for me. Chris has also
been talking to a local orchid guru with a
possible visit on the cards.

MONEY, always a good topic if we are not
spending it! We have been the recipients of
some wonderfully generous dona�ons from
our locals. Colin Berry collected the mail a
week or so ago and opened a le�er with a
cheque for $2000 from the UNITING
CHURCH DROP-IN CENTRE. They are
marvelous supporters of our ac�vi�es. The
local DALMENY QUILTERS also given a
dona�on of $500 for our ongoing ac�vity.
What a terrific community we exist within.
It is just great to feel the weight of support
for us from locals. These people certainly
make us all feel wanted and useful. To top it
all off a call from the president of Rotary
saw them donate $1300 for a specific piece
of machinery, a wide belt finishing sander
just as our old one was about to “cark” it. I
believe Wal was talking about possibili�es
before the dona�on was made. Brilliant
again. Thank you President ANGE. But wait
…. Rick Hain was the member who offered
us this machine of his way way under its
value. Big thanks to Rick and the members
of Rotary.

Money issues saw the commi�ee revert to
our old weekly charge of $5 a�er members
pointed out some obvious inequi�es of $10
for 3 days even if you a�ended one .

Hiring out WAL’S Café; yes we are already
ge�ng enquiries and the local Dog club (
less dogs) is going to be first off the rank
with their monthly night mee�ng. I am
fielding a request from a NFP Parkinsons
support group for day use and another from
a gardening group. WIRES and the U3A
group from Bermagui are also in the mix.

A�er Easter the NMS commi�ee intends to
hold an OPEN DAY (10th April) for locals to
come along, share a sausage sizzle and be
shown over our terrific complex by
members of NMS. There has been a lot of
interest in our ou�it since opening day.

A visit from the Broulee re�rement village –
BANKSIA LODGE – for morning tea saw 2
staff and 3 residents have a look about.
Sarah Bruest, the ac�vity coordinator asked
if we have members who could cut out
some flat packs for men at Banksia to
assemble … bird boxes, our safety gear
boxes, toys or other gear. The men are past
using machinery safely but very keen to
engage with us. ANY HELP GRATEFULLY
RECEIVED. See me.

SELF HELP. AHHH! the joys of a super wet
day sausages under a gazebo at Bunnings.
Good effort by all those who a�ended. AND
we made about $400 and came home with
a wet sale/sail with some very late orders.
The smell of onions and bangers finally got
to them!! We have a crew for the 11th April
BUNNINGS sausage sizzle but need more
hands in the air to help with later gigs. We
en�rely self fund for our set expenses and
money needs to come from some where.
YOU LUCKY MEN !!
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And a free feed was had at CLUB NAROOMA
last Sunday as the CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE hosted a RECOVERY LUNCH
event , bank rolled from the fire recovery
funds by our mayor Liz INNES . A really
important event for many given that the
fires of 2020 are s�ll a raw memory for
many. Looks like a flood recovery is next
given last weeks ridiculous rain!

Finally; by the �me this is published the
NMS commi�ee will have reviewed our out
of date CODE OF CONDUCT and CODE OF
PRACTICE and possibly adopt protocols for
the safe prepara�on and serving of food.
As part of the code of conduct I hope to get
established a conflict resolu�on process so
we know what happens when. A good �me
to do this work when the shed is back to its
harmonious enjoyable self with us all
looking out for each other; ‘shoulder to
shoulder’ as the mo�o goes.

Hope to see you at the shed enjoying the
place. Cheers BERNIE

Members are back in the woodworking
area working on their projects and be
inducted into the safe use of the various
machines.
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VALE , CHAS. ROGERS
It was with sadness that I heard from Curly last week of the
death of our terrific shed member Chas Rogers. We send our
condolences to Jan and family. I will live with great memories of
Chas; his quiet, calm sense of purpose, his me�culous way he
went about his lathe works and his determina�on on projects
to get the very best result. His �mber sample boards are his
enduring legacy to us all. More than once did I receive the
copperplate wri�ng from Chas as he laid out his ideas in clear
form on shed issues. Chas also told me of the benefits he
received from the “shed” by way of purpose, camaraderie and
fellowship. I also received from Chas his care for me as we
shared knowledge about a common illness.
So farewell good friend. We will miss your snowy top with face
covered in mask, glasses and ear muffs as you went about your
love affair with the lathe tucked away in your corner of the old
Narooma Men’s Shed. You became a good operator. Your
grandfather would have admired your skills. A LIFE WELL
LIVED. Bernie .
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• Tes�ng at public COVID-19 clinics is free, quick and easy. No Medicare card is required
and most people in NSW receive their test results within 24 hours.

• COVID-19 symptoms include a fever, cough, sore/scratchy throat, shortness of breath,
runny nose, loss of smell, loss of taste. Keep coming forward to get tested. Get tested
every �me you have any symptoms.

• NSW Health has increased tes�ng op�ons for the community and there are more than
350 COVID-19 tes�ng loca�ons in NSW.

• To find your nearest clinic visit h�ps://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/how-to-protect-
yourself-and-others/clinics or speak to your GP about ge�ng tested.

• There are procedures in place to keep everyone who comes to the tes�ng clinics safe. You
must self-isolate un�l you get your result.

• Telephone interpreter services are available. For free help in your language call 13 14 50.

• The best protec�on against COVID-19 is to do all of the following:

1. Keep 1.5m apart.

2. Wash your hands regularly.

3. Stay home and get tested immediately if unwell.

4. Wear a face mask when required or if unable to physically distance.

COVID-19 and Vaccinations

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/how-to-protect-yourself-and-others/clinics
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/how-to-protect-yourself-and-others/clinics
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Who will receive a vaccine?

Everyone in Australia will be offered a safe and effec�ve COVID-19 vaccine.

At first doses will be limited so high priority groups will get their vaccines first.

The Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisa�on (ATAGI) gave advice to the
Government on priori�sing groups for COVID-19 vaccina�on.

The COVID-19 vaccine is free for everyone in Australia. Vaccina�on providers cannot charge
you for the COVID-19 vaccine or your appointments to receive the vaccine.

If your vaccina�on provider charges for any costs associated with the administra�on of the
COVID-19 vaccina�on (including booking fees), you should:

• contact us by emailing provider.benefits.integrity@health.gov.au
• or call the Provider Benefits Integrity Hotline on 1800 314 808 (9am to 5pm

AEST weekdays).

You should book a separate appointment at your usual prac�ce for health issues that do not
relate to COVID-19 vaccina�on. If you consult your GP for health issues that are not related
to COVID-19 vaccina�on, you will receive a separate bill.

Your GP will let you know that you will receive a separate bill, and will make sure you agree
to any associated costs and payments.

As safe and effec�ve vaccines become available, the Government will vaccinate as many
Australians as possible for COVID-19.

If you choose not to have a COVID-19 vaccine, your eligibility for Government payments
won’t be affected.
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At the Shed
Following the opening of the
Narooma’s new Community Shed at
the end of February, the traffic at the
front door has been con�nuous.
Members of the community are
dropping in to both have a look
around, have a chat, drop in a few
things that could be useful and finally “
can you fix this for me please?”

Well Ange brought her music box in for
repair as Ange wished to pass it on to
her grand daughter. Could it be fixed?

So while wai�ng for the repair, Ange
went on a fully conducted tour of the
machine space and inquisi�vely asked,
“what was this marked out space for?”

The simple answer being a 600mm
roller sander for the machine shop as
the old sander hand given up and was
beyond economical repair.

In looking at the space in the mee�ng
area, Ange asked whether this was
available for Community use, such as a
Proposed Rotary project rela�ng to
prostrate cancer educa�on. The
answer was obviously YES.

Ange went away with her music box in
full working order, but the story does
not stop there!

So one thing lead to another and the
Narooma Rotary Club provided a dona�on
of $1300 dollars for the Men Shed to
purchase a second hand machine it was
looking for at about 40% of the new
machine cost.

So the benefit of local clubs coming
together to work together is star�ng to pay
dividends.
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Gardner’s Corner

Gree�ngs Fellow shedders,
Our glasshouse is up and running and
slowly but surely filling up with plants.

Thanks to the automa�c watering system,
we have no worries about the plants drying
out. Bernard & Dick have fi�ed it out with
great shelving plus an outside po�ng
bench.

Already we have Turmeric, Begonias,
Yarrow (carpenters’ friend) Calendulas,
three Cymbidiums and a range of woolies
seedlings happily growing.

There is so much we can do with his
wonderful facility.

Come and have a yarn with me about your
plant growing passions, problems or
ambi�ons and I’ll help you make it possible.

I’m keen for us to have some fresh produce
on hand for the kitchen and morning tea /
lunch �mes. Let me know what you like
ea�ng (unfortunately there is not a
chocolate biscuit tree!).

Looking around at the gardens beds on site
there is a lot of poten�al to fill them up
with greenery, edibles and flowers.
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You probably already know that we live in a
climate that allows a wide range of plants
to be grown – especially orchids.

In mid to late May I am organising a trip to
John & Irene Stubbs nursery - Riverview
orchids just north of Bega. You may know
of it already.

This is an opportunity to see and hear a
master plantsman in his element. We will
drive down and hear John talk about his
passion – growing orchids.

John will guide us around his growing
houses and introduce us to the world of
orchids. Why May for the trip? – that’s
when the various orchids commence
flowering.

Regardless of whether your thumb is green
or brown or know much about orchids, this
is an not to be missed.

‘You can get off alcohol, drugs, women,
food and cars, but once you’re hooked on
orchids, you’re finished. You never get off
orchids… never.’

Joe Kunisch, commercial orchids grower
New York. Quote from the book Orchid
Fever by Eric Hansen.

P.S If you do like these plants put some
money in your pocket as there will be plants
for sale and Johns prices are very
reasonable. I know – I have bought some
already.

Chris Smith
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“He’s a Shed Man , He’s True Blue ...”.

So what does it mean to be a Shed Man? I
haven’t stopped to think much about it, I
have just been having a good �me being
one.

So now seems �me to reflect on my
experience over the past eighteen months
or so of being a member of the Narooma
Men’s Shed.

I joined because I was new to the area and
a friend was a member and they were a
“really good bunch of blokes”. I went along
and felt right out of my comfort zone!

I was greeted cheerily. Couldn’t ask for a
be�er introduc�on. But there were real
machines cu�ng, sanding, sawing. There
were men hammering and measuring,
shaping. There were others welding,
snipping, drilling , moulding, gluing,
clamping and pain�ng.

And then there was morning tea and
mee�ng �me.. Coffee, tea , biscuits, special
cakes and conversa�ons. Lots of
conversa�ons. Some “shed business” and
then the over-crowded tea room emp�ed
via the kitchen and the cup wash up.

Could I ever really fit in? These guys knew
their way around the shops – they had
projects to work on and they seemed to
work seamlessly lending a hand when
needed, li�ing the material just the right
way. Knowing their tools and respec�ng
each other’s efforts. Busy, produc�ve ,
posi�ve , co-opera�ve “ in sync” as they say.

And there was I whose claim to fame was a
year long produc�on of a shield shaped
wooden tea pot stand with three curved
metal legs of which my mother was
inordinantly proud when I was in first year
in high school . My nails s�ll bend when I
hammer them.

Well I have fi�ed in and proudly so. I have
shared conversa�ons with men whose
experiences have been far different from
mine; whose life stories have spanned the
gamut of life’s tapestries. Whose humour
and wisdom have surprised and delighted
me. I have been accepted for who I am. I
have shared the chores of the Bunnings
sausage sizzle. I have shared the toil and
the dreams of building our own shed. I have
shared the loss of dear shed men and I have
witnessed the care and the concern so
readily expressed in prac�cal support
unselfishly given.

This is why I proudly say I am a Shed Man.

Tim Horstead

He’s a shed man
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Membership Renewal

NewMembers

If you wish to become a member or you
know someone who would like to be a
member, please get an applica�on form
filled in and return to a commi�ee member
of the Narooma Men’s Shed.

The membership form can downloaded
from our website from the About Us menu,
or collected at the shed.

Procedures
1. All members are to complete a

applica�on for membership form.

WHY: It is a legisla�ve requirement
of bodies that individuals apply for
and are accepted as members.

Once you become a member you
are covered by the incorporated
body’s insurance.

2. All members are to complete the
Member Record Card.

WHY: In case of an emergency such
as an accident while at the Men’s
Shed, it is important that we have
the name and contact of a person
you nominate to be contacted in
such events. Naturally, the
ambulance would be called if
necessary.

3. All members are to sign the
a�endance sheet each and every
�me they are present at the Men’s
Shed.

WHY: In case of an accident and any
subsequent insurance claims, it is
vital that the organisa�on and you
can prove you were at eth Men’s
Shed at the �me of the accident.

4, The weekly fee of $5 is to cover
refreshments (tea/coffee etc.) as
well as workshop consumables (e.g.
sandpaper, drill bits etc.). annual
fee is $60
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Members

Ten Commandments of the
Workshop

1. If you open it - close it

2. If you turn it on - turn it off

3. If you unhook it - hook it up

4. If you break it - repair it

5. If you cannot repair - call someone who can

6. If you borrow it - return it

7. If you use it - take care of it

8. If you make a mess - clean it up

9. If you =move it - put it back

10. If it does not concern you - then leave then
bloody thing alone!
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Humour

A young man is fired from his job a�er
asking customers if they wanted ”smoking”
or “non-smoking”. He was fired because
the correct terminology in the funeral
home business is “crema�on” or “burial”.

Did you hear about the man who got a job
as a human cannonball? He was so excited
he went ballis�c.

On the last mission to the moon, NASA set
up a restaurant. It didn’t last very long. The
food was good, but there was no
atmosphere.

A young man walks into a record store and
asks. “Do you have anything by he Doors?”

“Sure”, replies the salesman, “a mop bucket
and a fire ex�nguisher.”

An elderly couple had dinner at another
couple's house, and a�er ea�ng, the wives
le� the table and went into the kitchen.
The two gentlemen were talking, and one
said, 'Last night we went out to a new
restaurant and it was really great... I would
recommend it very highly.' The other man
said, 'What is the name of the restaurant?'
The first man thought and thought and
finally said, 'What is the name of that
flower you give to someone you love? You
know.... The one that's red and has thorns.'
‘Do you mean a rose?'

'Yes, that's the one,' replied the man. He
then turned towards the kitchen and
yelled, 'Rose, what's the name of that
restaurant we went to last night?'
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Communication

NMSWeb Site

Remember we have a website

Narooma Mens Shed

Also find us on Facebook Search “Facebook
Narooma Mens Shed” in your browser.

If you have any news ar�cles and photos
that you would like published on the web
site, or know of links to other interes�ng
web site e.g. other Mens Sheds, please
email details to the web master at
colin381@gmail.com

This is especially important during the
current lockdown, please submit ar�cles on
how you are handling the enforced
isola�on and what you are doing to keep
busy.

AMSA Online

The goal of The AMSA Shed Online is help
people connect in the same way they do at
the shed – over a cuppa and a laugh. We
hope you’re here to share informa�on,
ideas and make connec�ons with your
fellow shedders around the world.

Anyone can contribute comments to the
blog posts and par�cipate in conversa�ons
on the discussion forums. But, you will
need to join the site first.

AMSA Online

The Shed Wireless
Hosted by award-winning broadcaster
Aaron Kearney and AMSA Boss David
Helmers.

Listen and subscribe to:

The Shed Wireless

https://www.naroomamensshed.com.au
http://mensshed.org/theshedonline/
https://mensshed.org/theshedwireless/
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Executive Committee Members

Bernie Perrett President

Wal Sheehan Vice-President

Colin Berry Treasurer and Communications

Brian Liddy Secretary

Ordinary Committee Members

Rody Byrne Public Officer

Smilie Magill

Steve McGourty Social Activity Manager

David Trickett Business Manager

Dick Nagle Wood Shed Manager

Peter Lonergan Metal Shed Manager

Geoff Broadfoot Meeting Room Manager

Tim Horstead

Committee Members


