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President’s Report

So, NMS has now been in the new premises
now for a year, seems longer somehow.
Time flies etc.

By and large though l reckon it's been a
good year, despite the trials and
tribula�ons. Certainly the last few weeks
have seen increased ac�vity, as more
members are going 'hands on'.

More good news, John Murray, Whale
Coast Realty, has generously donated $450
towards the laser engraver. For which many
thanks.

We are hoping to sell a number of cheese
boards with laser engraved logos to the
Tilba Cheese Factory. This ini�a�ve to sell
value added cheeseboards to local
businesses is being lead by, Curly and Colin.
Maybe they should spend more �me on the
road. Nes�ng boxes for ESCare ongoing,sea
creature cutouts have been made and
delivered to Dalmeny Pre School also.

Ten members took the �me to tell their age.
The average turned out to be 75 but
because of the low polling numbers this is
probably not accurate.

A similar low response has been had to the
emergency medical ques�onnaire. We have
forms aplenty, so please come and fill one
in.

On the 11th Feb, Helen Dwyer, local
manager, and Nadean White regional

manager for IMB came to visit. A photo
shoot was organised by the new table saw
for which IMB donated the means to buy it.
This was the second very generous
dona�on made to us by the IMB. We thank
you wholeheartedly. If it was not for the
generosity of organisa�ons like these,
setups like ourselves would be in a pre�y
poor posi�on. Thanks again.

On wed 4th March we will have CEO
Michelle Colfax (area coordinator), Lukas
Ringland (bushfire recovery coordinator),
Ray Akhirst and John Feint president all of
the Saint Vincent de Paul organisa�on, here
to check on the concrete driveway and roof
over the metal shed, for which they gave us
the grants to complete these 2 jobs.

Once more another most generous
benefactor.

Bunnings, 2nd April, an Easter market stall
at the Bay. Help required. Likewise crew
needed for Bunnings Sausage sizzle later
this month on then 26th March.

David Tricke�

President

Any late payments of the annual
membership fee of $60 will be
welcome.

The annual fee is to cover your insurance
while a�ending the shed.

The annual fee can be paid to Dave or Colin
at the shed or directly into the bank
account (use your name as the reference).

BSB: 641800

Acc: 200673071

Acc Name: Narooma Men’s Shed Inc.
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Thanks to IMB
Dick Nagle presented Helen Dwyer, IMB
Narooma Manager and Nadean White, IMB
Regional Manager with a plaque to thank
them for the purchase of the new table saw
for the Narooma Men's Shed.
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COVID-19 and Vaccinations

From Friday 25 February 2022, the
following restric�ons will be eased

Face masks will only be required on public
transport and public transport wai�ng
areas, planes, and indoors at airports,
public hospitals, private health facili�es,
residen�al aged care facili�es or hostels
and indoor music fes�vals with more than
1000 people.

The 20,000 person cap on music fes�vals
will be removed.

Singing and dancing will be permi�ed at all
venues.

Vaccina�on requirements will remain for
indoor music fes�vals over 1000 people

Weekend walk-in vaccina�ons

To help keep the community safe from
COVID-19, clinics across NSW are providing
walk-in vaccina�ons every Saturday and
Sunday un�l 6 March.

Whether you’re due for your first dose,
second dose, or a booster, or you want to
get your kids vaccinated, walk-ins allow you
to easily access your protec�on against
serious illness from COVID-19.

The vaccines currently available for use in
Australia include:

Pfizer (Comirnaty) and Moderna (Spikevax)
are the preferred vaccines for people aged
12 years and older. The Therapeu�c Goods
Administra�on (TGA) has detailed
informa�on on the Pfizer vaccinelaunch and
the Moderna vaccinelaunch.

Novavax (Nuvaxovid) is a protein based
vaccine and can be used in adults aged 18
years and older. The Therapeu�c Goods
Administra�on (TGA) has detailed
informa�on on the Novavax vaccinelaunch.

AstraZeneca (Vaxzevria) can be used in
adults aged 60 years and over or for those
18–59 years where the Pfizer vaccine is not
available, and the benefits clearly outweigh
the risk for that individual. You should
speak to your GP (doctor) to understand
the risks and benefits. The Australian
Technical Advisory Group on Immunisa�on
(ATAGI) has issued detailed informa�on on
the AstraZeneca vaccinelaunch.

Pfizer Paediatric vaccine is the approved
vaccine for children aged 5 – 11 years. The
dose of this vaccine is around 1/3 of the
12+ dose. The Therapeu�c Goods
Administra�on (TGA) has detailed
informa�on on the Pfizer paediatric
vaccinelaunch.

You will receive a vaccine that is
recommended for your age and other
eligibility and clinical criteria.
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Great to see the shed
coming back to together
at last!
As I wondered around the Shed today, I
remembered that it is now ONE YEAR since
we had the opening ceremony. Who could
forget the GRAND Opening with Senator
Jim Molan, Andrew Constance BEGA MP,
Kristy Mc Bain MP for Eden Monaro and Liz
Innes, the Eurobodalla Mayor. How key
players change! The shed’s theme song of
“Down at the men’s shed” immediately
comes to my mind.

We had overcome the impact of the terrible
bushfires and their impact on our local
community, only to be followed up with
two years of managing around Covid. Social
harmony was simply in chaos in our
community.

The big ques�on in my mind then, was
whether the Club members would come
back a�er such a long-term absence, and
would the club be able to grow to its
poten�al?

Today, I checked into the metal workshop,
as it had been a couple of weeks since I last
dropped in. Six men all busy with a project
and having discussions on the right way to
tackle the issue. Consulta�on, par�cipa�on
and then the benevolent dictator resolved
the direc�ons to be taken. Off they went
and the task was done.

A�er six months of transi�oning to the new
site, I was more than blown away with the
metal workshop set up. The old saying of “A
place for everything and everything in its
place” came immediately to mind.

The idea of having the four containers in a
rectangular pa�ern with a central space for

working. certainly, has provided the
necessary space to allow the metal area to
successfully tackle a full range of hobbies
and community tasks.

Next door the Hor�culture- Glass house
was on display. I was surprised at the array
of cu�ngs that were already in the hot
house as well as the plants hardening
around the outside walls. Now that the
community knows what we are doing
regarding plants, it is amazing how o�en we
now receive regular visitors from the
community dropping off cu�ngs and bulbs.

I then wondered into the wood working
area. Noted the new table saw was installed
and the old saw s�ll being useful in the
corner. Eight men happily engaged in doing
a range of jobs, such as, fixing chairs, bed
heads, cabinets bases, building micro bat
boxes, all mainly for the local community.

In the assembly area six men were either
on the turning lathes making an assortment
of items from oyster knives holders, legs for
chairs and small cabinet knobs. The place
was a buzz with a lot of jokes and jibs as
you do at the shed.

Then to my surprise, in the mul�-purpose
room, I found five men in front of a
computer screen in earnest conversa�on.
What could it be?
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With the help of Whale Real Estate and IGA
on the flat, the Shed now had its first
computer laser engraver, Thanks to an
ini�a�ve by Curly and Colin, and
engineering skills of Bernard to put the
machine together and ge�ng it going.

So, an idea that started with a desire to
brand our Men Shed’s products which we
sell at the local markets, quickly became a
way of value adding to the work we were
doing for the local businesses. Ideas
regarding future items we can have at the
market stall started to emerge. The
lightbulbs were flashing!

As the ideas grew, many more men became
involved. From a humble beginning the
shed had now another new ac�vity.

How easy was it to move the men into
actual hands-on computer technology!
Some of these men had previously had lots
of troubles just using the features on their

mobile phones! Now they are experts in X,
Y and Z co-ordinates!

So, the next task for the Club, is to con�nue
to challenge the men by acquiring a
computer-controlled machine which can do
more than etching, on wood, but rou�ng
and colour prin�ng as well. In addi�on,
working on layouts on larger surfaces, i.e.,
1500mm by 1500mm, rather than the
present limited 400 mm by 400 mm. The
excitement grows as fast as the new ideas!

At a cost of $6,000 for the right machine, it
may be a while before the club can afford to
move in that direc�on, but with the help of
the local community perhaps it may be
quicker than I think.

So, the thought was to seek crowd funding
for this new machine from our members
and the local community.

If you wish to get involved in the funding
for this new machine, please contact the
shed on 0433 938 227 or via email
naroomamensshed@gmail.com and pledge
a dona�on! We promise to give you a full
viewing of the new machine’s capabili�es
and perhaps a take home souvenir of
something for you.

So now, here we are, one year se�ling into
our new home. Despite bushfires, Covid
and long breaks of coming to the shed, the
Narooma men’s shed is back in full swing.
With a strong and growing membership, I
think we are back as strong as ever, having
fun, helping the community, and
challenging ourselves in many ways.

So we would welcome you dropping pass to
have a chat and a look-see at this wonderful
community asset.

Wal Sheehan
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Members

John Gerrard – Our Own
Mul�-layered Chocolate
Cake.
To learn about John ask Marlene:
“He loves chocolate. I got into trouble once
because I gave him a birthday card - ‘To the
Chocoholic’ - but he eats chocolate like we
eat a slice of bread.”

John is like a layered chocolate cake. Bite
deeper and it is all the more delicious.

It is easy to sit down with John to have a
chat. He is gentle, he listens, he chuckles,
he smiles. And it’s that smile that gets you.
His whole face smiles. There is an impish,
mischievous delight as he recalls school
days: “I can boast and get away with it,
can’t I?” It is not really a ques�on.

November 27th 1933 John joins the human
race. “ Eighty-eight” he says,”but I’d prefer
to be eighty-five. There are too many
restric�ons on what you can do not on
what you want to do!”

Father, Arthur L Gerrard, a jeweller of
Wangara�a and soon to be respected
merchant of Shepparton, serves in the
armed services as a watchmaker during
WWII. A�er school, in the la�er for�es,
John is to join him in the trade.

School days for John is to be a boarder at
Geelong College. They are days he
remembers with one of his smiles. Being a
boarder, he recalls, is about “learning to live
with other people.”

This lesson he takes into later life in making
business connec�ons. Why, in the 40’s

Gerrard the Jeweller takes on a lady
watchmaker. This is unusual as it is “not the
done thing” in those days. Is this a trend
se�er emerging? Another layer of the John
chocolate cake, perhaps?

Back to school days. 7.00 a.m. showers
(John does not men�on hot water) and
then out ready for brekkie. Into the
classroom. Ask John about his favourite
subjects and he talks sport. John is an
academic all-rounder but he learns quickly
you can get out of school work to train.
Athle�cs, sprin�ng, high jump. Under 12,
Under 14 record holder and junior
champion. One memorable highlight is the
country bumpkin Geelong Grammar College
teams taking it to and giving it to the city
slickers of Melbourne Grammar.

Outside school John’s �me is associated
with the Church. The Presbyterian Church
has a hall and badminton (or anything
playable indoors) is accommodated much
to John’s sa�sfac�on.
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John’s first girlfriend, Jean, (“a nice girl,
sporty”), is the local policeman’s daughter.

John remembers his younger sister, Erryl.
Five years his junior Erryl is named a�er
their Dad’s sister. Erryl suffers lung trouble
and nearly dies but she is s�ll alive.

Ask John about entertainment and, apart
from sport, it’s Saturday a�ernoon movies,
especially westerns. Gene Autry is the man.
But sport is always there – amateur
athle�cs and badminton. With friend, John
McPherson, our John ranges the Goulburn
Valley. Even cricket gets a knock. One game,
possibly for the Shepparton Cricket Club,
John scores 8 runs in the team’s total of
140. Their opponents are all out for 128. It
is the one match John remembers.

It is 1956, the Olympic year. John’s heroes
include John Landy (three years separate
these two Johns at Geelong Grammar);
Herb Elliot, “the red hot record breaker”
and, of course, Marlene. John takes over
the business he entered with his father in
1949. The business has moved to
Shepparton. The MG fana�c (“MG TC – I
had four of them” ) takes on the challenges
of business and family life. His sons are to
share John’s enthusiasm for the MG.

John and Marlene have three daughters
and two sons. Deborah, who has five of her
own, lives in Narooma, Penelope has three
children and Meridie has three. Nicholas
and his wife in Perth add another two
grandchildren. To bring the grandchildren
total to 15 are Todd’s two. Sadly, Todd, a sky
diver operator in Cairns, died recently in a
tragic accident.

Not only is John a commi�ed family man
and a successful owner of a family business,
he is also deeply involved in his community.
He is an enthusias�c member of Apex, the
young man’s service club, and is prepared

to take on roles of responsibility including
the job of Zone President.

Add to this the thirteen years or so John
gives to the Shepparton City Council several
of which he serves as mayor. Even when he
re�res from the shop John helps out his
son’s building development by taking on the
gaffer’s role at the building site. This
willingness to help is a hallmark of John’s
character.

Time for travel? Well there’s not a lot of
�me le� over. On several occasions, on
Council du�es, John goes to Japan to visit
Shepparton’s sister city. Holiday travel is a
bit of a luxury although John and Marlene
do get to Italy. An old roman�c? But Fiji is
their repeat des�na�on. They go once. It is
so good they just keep going back.

While John’s golf might be average, his
croquet is anything but! He travels all over
Victoria and New South Wales playing
tournaments off a very low handicap. A�er
re�ring John coaches at Bermagui, Moruya
and Narooma croquet clubs. Not only that,
but he fashions his own mallets. A taste of
Shed skills here! Rotary acknowledges John
with bestowing on him the pres�gious Paul
Harris Fellow accolade.

Another incident which so illustrates the
layers of this delicious chocolate cake
involves John, a�er re�ring, in helping out a
friend in Shepparton. His friend is a very
successful ice maker. He asks John to be his
secretary. John agrees. It is not long before
John is arranging conferences, conven�ons
and holidays all around Australia for
Packaged Ice Manufacturers!
( “Ah yes, School swimming Championships
– beat Melbourne? Of course we did!”). The
Narooma area has everything you could
want – surf, long beaches for walks and
exploring, s�ll waters to paddle or kayak
and “precious li�le not easy to get to”. And

.
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the kids can visit on holidays “in rota�on”.

What brings John to the Men’s Shed?
Ini�ally John hears about it from Bernie
Perre�. To begin with he is what he
describes as “a receiver” but, as is his wont,
it is not too long before he is “ac�ve”. John
sees men using only half their abili�es. He
starts being involved in social ac�vi�es such
as visits to Batemans Bay Shed to see a
Shed in opera�on and using a range of
equipment. It is now John remembers his
high school woodwork teacher. John sets to
using his marke�ng exper�se – designing
what some call “Noddy Cars” which are
easily made. John believes they will sell well
at markets and be both a money spinner
and an a�en�on grabber for the Shed. John
is right.

John is keen on encouraging people to have
a go, be busy – and even useful! He believes
in helping out even if (here’s that impish
humour) a person “needs a bit of a push.”
Wal Sheehan well remembers, gratefully, an
occasional shove from him. John s�ll has
that smile in the picture in the rogues’
gallery adorning the walls in our new Shed.
There he is, si�ng behind a pit stop of his
famous cars.

The last word about our John and what lies
at the heart of this mul�-layered chocolate
cake of ours must go to Marlene. When
asked what is special about our John, she
says it is his

“Wan�ng to share his talents with others.”

Tim Horstead
12/2/22.

October 2015

Some archive photos

February 2017

June 2018

February 2021
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Croquet Night
The croquet night was great fun. The
weather was calm and warm. We were
warmly greeted at Dalmeny Bowling
Croquet Club by President Len and by the
extremely nice members. Or we thought
they were nice un�l we started playing the
actual game. Then we were taught to take
no prisoners and only leave blood in the
streets. They all seemed so nice when we
arrived. Everyone was introduced warmly
and rules were explained. Then as games
progressed we found that the object of the
game is to get a huge cricket ball through
what is called a gate. The only problem is
the gate is too small for the ball to go
through. Each team had a coach who stayed
with us and encouraged us wreck the other
team in order to progress our own ball up
to the gate that was too small to actually fit
an oversized ball through.

It was all done with great humour and
everyone enjoyed the evening. Surprisingly
a�er the game everyone turned back into
nice people again. Who would have
thought?

We all repaired to the club house about
7pm where a table was set for us and a�er
a nice meal we were presented with prizes.
As we s�ll did not understand the rules we
were able to lie about our scores and all the
people who didn’t really win a game were
able to take home a prize which was
donated by these really nice people. Reg
won a prize but as he doesn’t drink Judy
Carles offered to drink it for him.

It was great fun and Reg has decided to join
croquet on Monday mornings before he
plays golf in the a�ernoon. What a man.

Thanks to Chris and the team for pu�ng on
a memorable night and for all their efforts.
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Membership

New Members

If you wish to become a member or you
know someone who would like to be a
member, please get an applica�on form
filled in and return to a commi�ee
member of the Narooma Men’s Shed.

The membership form can downloaded
from our website from the About Us
menu, or collected at the shed.

Procedures
1. All members are to complete a

applica�on for membership form.

WHY: It is a legisla�ve requirement
of bodies that individuals apply for
and are accepted as members.

Once you become a member you
are covered by the incorporated
body’s insurance.

2. All members are to complete the
Member Record Card.

WHY: In case of an emergency such
as an accident while at the Men’s
Shed, it is important that we have
the name and contact of a person
you nominate to be contacted in
such events. Naturally, the
ambulance would be called if
necessary.

3. All members are to sign the
a�endance sheet each and every
�me they are present at the Men’s
Shed.

WHY: In case of an accident and any
subsequent insurance claims, it is
vital that the organisa�on and you
can prove you were at eth Men’s
Shed at the �me of the accident.

4, The weekly fee of $5 is to cover
refreshments (tea/coffee etc.) as
well as workshop consumables (e.g.
sandpaper, drill bits etc.). annual
fee is $60
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Humour
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What does the den�st of the year
get?
A li�le plaque.

What do you call an angry carrot?
A steamed veggie.

Why do ghosts like to ride in
elevators?
It li�s their spirits.

How do you make an octopus
laugh?
With ten-�ckles.

How can you tell it’s a dogwood
tree?
By the bark.

When is a door not a door?
When it’s ajar.

How do snails fight?
They slug it out.

Which bear is the most
condescending?
A pan-duh!

How do you get a country girl’s
a�en�on?
A tractor.

Why do bees have s�cky hair?
They use a honeycomb.

Why can’t you trust duck doctors?
They’re all quacks.

Why is Peter Pan always flying?
He Neverlands.

What do you call a toothless bear?
A gummy bear.

Why are spiders so smart?
They can find everything on the
web.

Why was the ghost so �red?
He worked the graveyard shi�.

How does a duck buy lips�ck?
She just puts it on her bill.

What do you call a sleeping bull?
A bulldozer.

Why do melons have weddings?
They cantaloupe.

How do you make a �ssue dance?
You put a li�le boogie in it.

Why did the photo go to jail?
It was framed.

Why did the golfer bring an extra
pair of pants?
In case he got a hole in one.

Why did the baby strawberry cry?
His parents were in a jam.

Why did the scarecrow win an
award?
He was outstanding in his field.

What kind of jewellery do rabbits
wear?
14 carrot gold.

Where do polar bears keep their
money?
In a snowbank.

What do you call a factory that
makes okay products?
A sa�s-factory.

What did the ocean say to the
sand?
Nothing — it just waved.

Why couldn’t the sailor learn his
alphabet?
He kept ge�ng lost at C.

What do lawyers wear to court?
Lawsuits.

What do cows most like to read?
Ca�le-logs.

What do you call an unpredictable
camera?
A loose Canon.

Why did the invisible man turn
down the job offer?
He couldn’t see himself doing it.
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Communication

NMS Web Site
Remember we have a website

www.naroomamensshed.com.au

Also find us on Facebook Search “Facebook
Narooma Mens Shed” in your browser.

If you have any news ar�cles and photos
that you would like published on the web
site, or know of links to other interes�ng
web site e.g. other Mens Sheds, please
email details to the web master at
colin381@gmail.com

AMSA Online
The goal of The AMSA Shed Online is help
people connect in the same way they do at
the shed – over a cuppa and a laugh. We
hope you’re here to share informa�on,
ideas and make connec�ons with your
fellow shedders around the world.

Anyone can contribute comments to the
blog posts and par�cipate in conversa�ons
on the discussion forums. But, you will
need to join the site first.

h�p://mensshed.org/theshedonline/

Execu�ve Commi�ee Members

David Tricke� President
Jonathon Meakin Vice-President
Colin Berry Treasurer and Communica�ons
Tim Horstead Secretary

Ordinary Commi�ee Members

Rody Byrne Public Officer
Peter (Curly) Carles
Jock Munro
Chris Smith
Dick Nagle Wood Shed Manager
Peter Lonergan Metal Shed Manager
Geoff Broadfoot Mee�ng RoomManager
John Voytas

Commi�ee Members

https://www.naroomamensshed.com.au
http://mensshed.org/theshedonline/

